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Abbott,  Lynan 


Imnortali ty . 


The  Other  Room;  New  York,  The  Hacmillan  Company,  1927 
(1904,  The  Outlook  Company)  120p. 

The  author  was  a Congrega tionalis t and  expresses  here 
the  Christian  view  that  the  soul  survives  the  death  of  the 
body.  He  expressly  says  that  he  is  not  a sniritualist,  but 
espouses  their  view  that  personality  does  not  die,  merely 
passing  into  ^'The  Other  Room’h  in  line  with  ’'In  my  Fa  therms 
House  are  many  dwelling  places”. 

19  reprints  of  this  short  book  indicate  that  it  had  the 
support  of  many,  and  wide  acceptance. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  compare  this  view  with  that 
of  the  avowed  Spiritualists. 


I 


/ 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


Alien  Souls;  New  York,  James  A.  McCann  Company;  (1922,  Pub- 
lishers) 248p. 

Although  the  First  Bleiler  Checklist  shows  this  collection 
of  short  stories  as  fantastic,  I consider  it  does  not  qualify. 

It  is  mainly  about  the  customs  and  philosophy  of  Afghans, 
although  the  concluding  stories  revert  to  the  Chinese  in  Pell 
Street  which  follow  The  Honourable  Gentleman  and  Others. 

Abdullah  wrote  for  some  pulp  magazines,  but  his  stories  are 
more  suited  to  sophisticated  readers.  His  style  is  narrative 
rather  than  dramatic  and  he  often  leaves  the  reader  to  infer  his 
exact  message.  I have  always  found  him  thought-provoking,  so  I 
read  his  books  whenever  I find  time.  He  is  not  a favorite  of 
mine,  however,  so  I still  have  several  of  his  books  unread. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  30,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Aohme.d;  and  Baldwin,  Faith 

Broadway  Interlude;  New  York,  Payson  d Clarke  Ltd., 

19?^9  206p. 

This  novel  is  about  Leo  Cardoza,  writer  and  producer  of 
plays,  to  whom  money  means  nothing  by  comparison  with  his 
work*  genius,  a good^psychologist,  but  taking  advantage 
of  everyone  who  works  with  or  for  him;  and  with  a magnetism 
which  binds  people  to  him  in  spite  of  his  abuse.  Ilealy,  a 
woman  almost  six  feet  tall,  who  Icn/es  him  devotedly  and  is  a 
power  behind  the  scenes,  Leo^s.  massive  wife  who  knows  that 
he  no  longer  loves  her  but  needs  his  married  status  as  pro- 
tection against  serious  consequences  of  his  numeroiis  affairs, 
the  actresses  who  yield  to  his  blandishments  in  return  for 
his  management  of  their  careers,  the  background  of  broadway  / 
stage  production,  is  all  played  out  to  the  minor  theme  of  a 
young  playv/right  who  loves  the  young  girl  whom  Leo  is  trying 
to  ”make^^,  Sally  Cameron. 

Light  and  romantic,  but  interesting  and  with  not  too  - 
much  of,  the  hokum  usual  to  such  novels,  it  is  still  of  no 
Importance  apart  from  pastime. 
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Abdullah,  Achmed 


The  Bungalow  on  the  Roof;  New  York,  The  Mystery  League,  Inc. 
1931  (1931,  publishers)  283p. 

This  mystery  novel  has  as  protagonist  a playboy  who  develops 
the  ability  to  outsmart  a group  of  people  who  intend  to  control 
the  world  by  swamping  it  with  gold  after  buying  with  it  options 
on  stocks  and  leaving  it  valueless. 

The  main  character  is  unconvincing  and  too  many  coincidences 
mar  the  plot.  That  one  of  the  plotters  would  involve  the  daughter 
of  an  old  flame  while  he  himself  felt  threatened  by  voodoo  seems 
unlikely . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  20,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


Deliver  Us  from  Evil;  New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  1939; 
(1939,  author)  248p. 

This  "novel”  is  the  poorest  I've  read  by  this  author.  It  is 
presented  without  chapters  as  a continuous  narrative,  but  actually 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  assemblage  of  short  stories,  finished  and  un- 
finished, which  were  rejected  by  publishers.  Unrelated  excepting 
for  scenes  in  a cathedral  and  involving  the  author  minimally  as  an 
observer,  the  themes  are  mainly  hackneyed  and  only  the  final  part 
of  the  book  involves  a science  fiction  theme. 

This  may  have  been  the  last  published  book  of  the  author,  who 
died  in  May,  1945  on  his  64th  birthday. 

The  author’s  biography  indicates  that  he  was  an  adventuruer 
and  traveler  and  warrior,  and  should  be  accepted  only  with  reser- 
vations. This  book  is  almost  fraudulent. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  30,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


The  Honourable  Gentleman  And  Others;  New  York  and  London, 

G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  1919  (1919,  publishers)  262p. 

This  volume  of  seven  short  stories  includes  ”A  Simple  Act  of 
Piety”  which  I excerpted  from  the  magazine  which  printed  it  ori- 
ginally because  of  its  merit,  which  was  recognized  as  literature. 
The  other  stories,  based  on  Chinese  culture  and  philosophy,  gave 
rereading  it  less  than  the  original  impact,  but  were  different 
from  the  usual  pulp  fiction  and  comparable  only  with  the  Thomas 
Burke  stories  of  Chinatown,  though  his  were  of  London  and  these 
were  of  New  York. 

The  author  was  a gifted  writer. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  22,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  A chined 

Love  Go'nea  to  Sally;  Nev/  York  So  Chicago,  A,  L.  Burt 
Company  (Burt,  1933)  316p, 

An- even  lighter  romantic  novel  than  ’^Broadway  Interlude’', 
this  is  the  story  of  a Charleston  girl,  Sally  Dangerfield,  who 
goes  to  New  York  to  study  art;  falls  in  love  with  a young 
novelist  who,  tries  to  befriend  her,  and,  lacking  training,  be- 
comes a model  for  a famous  painter  v/hose  reputation  with  women 
is  unsavory,  but  who  likes  and  respects  Sally,  She  makes  other 
friends,  but  is  pursued  by  a young  millionaire  who  knows  her 
only  as  a chorus  girl.  The  millionaire  is  killed,  her  novelist 
friend  is  suspected,  but  a friend  of  his,  with  Sally,  finds  out 
that  liquor  smugglers  have  killed  the  millionaire  mistaking  him 
for  a law  officer.  Bally  and  her  novelist  friend  Beorge  V/yatt 
are  married,  and  live  happily  ivith  their  friends. 

ThiS|i3  certainly  the  old-fashioned  version' of  the  honest 
girl  in  the  big  city,  but  it  makes  pleasant  reading,  asicie  fT'om 
the  trick  ending. 


Abdullah,  Achmed 

The  on  Horseback;  New  York,  A.  L,  Burt  Gonna ny, 

(1919,  tlaraes  A.  McCann  Company)  240p. 

This  is  the  story  of  Ton  Graves,  a cattleman  who  staked 
an  old  prospector  to  find  a gold  mine.  Among  the  minerals 
in  the  ore  was  one  which  could  not  be  identified,  and  v/hich 
possessed  the  property  of  magnifying  a hundredfold  sound 
waves  under  water,  thus  enabling  German  submarines;  to  snot 
allied  shipping  at  great  distances. 

The  intrigues  of  the  German  government  and  army  to  ob- 
tain control  of  the  raine , even  to  the  extent  of  enrolling 
Tom  as  a Lieutenant  in  the  German  Army,  keeping  his  German- 
American  girl  friend  a captive  in  the  hands  of  hem  German 
relatives  when  she  visits  them  by  reason  of  a faked  cable- 
gram, make  up  the  story,  which  ends  when  Tom  and  the  girl 
with  the  assistance  of  a British  secret  service  agent  manave 
to  escape  over  the  French  border. 

This  is  an  adventure  story  told  fairly  v/ell,  but  with  a 
rather  obvious  American  ^jingoism,  and  ’Hth  the  background  of 
Germany  preparing  for  the  first  world  vyar. 

It  could  be  considered  borderline  science  fiction  on 
account  of  the  unknown  mineral. 


Abdullah,  Aohiaed  ''  - ' 

!!y  Nine  Lives:  Adventures  and  Reniniscences ; Illustra- 
ted by  E'rick  Berry;  London,  Hurst  d:  Blackett,  Ltd,  (1934)  286p, 

Although  randomly  written,  this  is  an  important  and  in- 
teresting summary  of  an  adventurous  life'. 

Among  the  people  he  knew  were  Lowell  Thomas,  Bor don  Brant, 
David  Be  la  SCO,  and  Domi  Byrne.  (p,4l):  At  that  time  another 
unsuccessful  writer  was  living  at  Tenafly,  He  was  Bonn  Byrne, 
the  I r i shma  n ?;h o wa  s de  s ti ne  d , p re  ss  n tly , to  a ch  ie ve  f am.e  a n d* 
fortune  as  the  author  of  Marco  Polo  and  numerous  other  glamor- 
ous romances . //We  pooled  our  miserable  resources  andmwhatever 
talent  we  had.  All  that  summe r— -until  we  had  a row,  which  is 
a-  rather  comic  event  and  which  I may  tell  later--we  collabora- 
ted,, beginning  with  some  short  stories  whose  milieu  v/as  laid 
in  Africa,  (pp. 47-49)  Signal  drums,  as  often  as  not  beating 
•the  English  telegraph  line  by  hours,  (pp. 49-51)  Herewolues  and 
Medicine  Men:  narrates  a case  of  a leopard  man,  and.  says  that 
Sir  Hugh  Clifford  also  agrees  to  accept  the  ^vexev^olt  as  fact. 

( p.8l)  GOllabora  ted  on  a play  with  Bob  Davis  ; knew  Lowell  Sher- 
man and  A1  Woods.  (pn. 86-100)  tells  of  Belasco  what  he  later 

repeated  in  the  novel  Broa dwa y Inte r lude . 

(p.l72)  relates  what  he  calls  the  first  mir-^cle:  looking 
for  3a  lendra  Kumar,  and  the  fact  being  kno-vn.  to  only  four  men., 
he  was  no  t if  ie  d t ha  t Kuma  r wa  s a wa  i t i n.g  him , ( p . l 7 8 ) te  y 1 s of 
Kumar^s  head  being  cut  off,  then  sees  .him,  whole  again  before 
he  died  in  a fire  three  nivhts  later,  (pp. 198 -207)  tells  how  a 
Hindu  sadu  bewitched  his  serx^ant  T'^eb.me  t Bhula  Khan,  paralyzing 
him,  and  how  he  freed  him  fro.m  the  sr-jll  by  threatening  t.o  make 
the  sadu  eat  holy  cow. 

Although  entitled  to  be  named  Prince  Nadir  Khun  Diironi,, 
Abdullah  was  made  a Moslem  by  his  Russian  father's  second  ’u*  fe  , 
an  Afgan  princess.  He  tells  storie  :-;  of  his  family  which  ai'e 
from  an  Occidental  point  of  view  scandalous,  says  he  hus  .never 
deviated  from  his  own  faith  as  a Moslem,  v.ns  a virnin  at  17  to 
the  dis.may  of  his  grandmother,  was  a re:nittanca  mun  until  hn*  s 
father's  loss  of  -'ealth  forced  him'  to  v-ritu  for  u living. 

Probably  Abdullah's  life  is  ns  intere;:.  ti  ho  ns  Hrrol 
Flynn's,  as  he  was  with  tho.  British  Intelligence  Bern;  ice  and. 
says  that  he  was  forced  to  i.mnora  1 ■ shif  ts  by  his  rolu  . Puis 
.book  should  be  kept  as  a reference. 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


Never  ?/lthout  You;  New  York,  Caxton  House,  Inc.,  1939 
(1934,  Abdullah)  296p. 

Pages  209-212  had  a piece  torn  out,  so  I did  not  attenpt 
to  read  this  book,  and  will  give  it  with  sorae  others  by  the 
same  author,  to  Douglas  Wil'chowy.  This  is  merely  a reminder 
to  watch  for  a cpmple te  copy  of  the  book  for  reading. 


■ M 


Abdullah,  Achmed 

A Roman  tie  Young  Man;  Neiv  York,  Farrar  & Rinehart  (1932 
Abdullah)  267p. 

This  is  the  story  of  an  American  in  Paris,  who  falls  in 
love  with  a masked  dancer  who  is  the  sister  of  a prince  heir 
to  the  throne  of  Wallachia.  Probably  Abdullah  had  read  one 
of  Oppenheim^s  books  along  the  same  line,  and  decided  to  try 
the  formula.  It  is  not  above  average  as  a novel,  and  not  so 
well  written  as  ^’Ruth’s  Rebellion”. 

Although  this  novel  would  appeal  to  Doug  Yilchowy,  who 
has  lived  in  Paris,  it  is  of  no  importance  to  me. 


i 


I 


Abdullah,  Aohmed 


Ruth^s  Rebellion;  New  York,  A.  L.  Burt  Company  (1927, 
George  H.  Doran  Company)  266p. 

This  is  a light  romantic  novel  about  a girl  who  tries 
independently  to  become  a lawyer,  but  who  falls  in  love  ?/ith 
her  lawyer  boss  and  becomes  his  social  i;;ife  instead  of  his 
office  wife^’.  A gigolo  who  purues  both  Ruth  and  her  hus- 
band’s sister,  after  living  with  and  murdering  one  of  .Ruth’s 
girlfriends,  is  the  villain  who  finally  perishes  in  a hotel 
fire  when  he  tries  to  rescue  from  -the  flames  some  loveletters 
which  he  intended  to  use  as  blackmail. 

Women’s  lib  xvpuld  like  this  book,  which,  tries  to  make 
clear  women’s  fight  for  equality  and  independence  against  the 
entrenched  male  position. 

Quite  well -written  and  plotted,  this  is  interesting,  but 
not  important  from  my  point  of  view. 


Abdullah,  Achraed 


The  Swinging  Caravan;  New  York,  Brentano’s  (1925,  publish- 
ers) Blip. 

This  collection  of  short  stories  demonstrated  the  author’s 
lack  of  ability  to  originate  plots. 

In  The  Honourable  Gentleman  and  Others,  appears  "A  Simple  Act 
of  Piety  , probably  his  best  short  story.  This  is  re-told  here  as 
"Most  Just  Among  Moslims".  In  Wings  the  story  "Silence"  involves 
a man’s  discovery  that  his  wife  has  been  unfaithful  when  he  finds 
her  lover  nearby  when  she  has  been  killed  by  an  earthquake.  This 
I remember  was  repated  in  another  short  story  which  I cannot  find 
but  which  might  also  be  in  this  volume. 

Overall,  reading  Abdullah  after  these  many  years,  I am  less 
impressed  than  I was  when  I first  encountered  his  work.  Some  of 
his  stories  are  enlightening  about  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
oriental  peoples  and  mid  Asians,  but  these  have  little  relevance 
for  me . 


Chester  D.  Cutbert 
November  23,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


They  Were  So  Young;  New  York,  Payson  & Clark,  Ltd  (1929, 
publishers)  376p. 

The  young  Sultana  of  a mythical  European  nation  is  helped 
by  three  impecunious  young  men  to  regain  power  and  marry  one  of 
them.  Other  love  stories  are  used  to  inflate  the  wordage  of 
the  book,  which  is  merely  light  romantic  reading. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  20,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Achmed 

The  Trail  of  the  Beast;  London,  Hutchinson  & Co.,  (no  date) 

284p  . 

An  American  detective  employed  in  a Paris  agency  depends  on 
psychology  rather  than  physical  science  in  solving  his  cases. 

He  falls  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  a police  head  whose 
son  is  believed  dead  but  is  actually  alive  and  hidden  because  of 
a war  crime.  The  author  describes  two  murders  committed  by  this 
son  as  justified  because  both  victims  are  enemies  of  France. 

International  intrigue  is  involved,  but  the  disguise  of  the 
American  seems  insufficient  when  he  had  been  known  by  enemies. 

This  book  qualifies  as  mystery,  not  fantasy. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  20,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


Wings:  Tales  of  the  Psychic;  Toronto,  McClelland  & Stewart, 

Ltd.,  (No  Date)  239p. 

Contents 

1 . Wings  1 

2.  Disappointment  43 

3.  To  Be  Accounted  For  63 

4.  Tartar  77 

5.  Renunciation  103 

6.  Krishnavana,  Destroyer  of  Souls  115 

7.  That  Haunting  Thing  135 

8.  The  Man  Who  Lost  Caste  153 

9.  Silence  163 

10. Khizr  183 

11.  Fear  211 

12.  Light  231 

I.  Astral  projection,  bilocation.  2.  Report  on  afterlife.  3. 
Apport.  4.  Atavism.  5.  Death  apparition.  6.  Fraudulent  mir- 
acle destroys  Christian  faith.  7.  Faithless  woman’s  soul  re- 
quires her  to  commit  suicide.  8.  Reincarnation.  9.  Man  seeks 
vainly  for  identity  of  his  wife’s  lover  when  death  results  from 
an  earthquake.  10.  Rich  brother  steals  wife  of  poor  brother. 

II.  Trickster  is  killed  from  beyond  the  grave  by  friend  whom  he 
betrayed.  12.  Out-of -the-body  experience. 

The  author’s  style  is  narrative  rather  than  dramatic,  and 
in  some  cases  his  meaning  is  obscure. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  26,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abdullah,  Achmed 


The  Year  of  the  Wood  Dragon;;  Illustrated  by  Frank  Dobias 
New  York,  Brentano’s  (1926)  249p 

The  most  attractive  feature  of  this  book  is  the  illustra- 
tions. The  story  deals  with  a street-smart  boy  who  manages  to 
impersonate  a prophetized  lad  important  to  the  Dalai  Lama  in 
the  year  of  the  book’s  title.  Adventure  and  intrigue  keep  the 
story  fairly  interesting,  but  it  seemed  almost  juvenile. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  20,  2002 


CUSTOMER 

CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


Abraham  the  tTevh  _ ■ 

The  Book  of  the  .Sacred  Uagic  of  Abra~Kelin,  the  T!age, 
as  delivered  by  Abraham  the  Jqv»/  Unto  ITis  Son  Lam.eGh:  A' 
Grimoire  of  the  Fifteenth  Century;  Translated  by  3.  L.  ■‘'"ao-- 
Gregor-Ua  thers  from  an  Old  and  Hare  French  Manuscript  in  the 
Bibllotheque  de  1 ^Arsenal  at  Paris;  Prepared  for  Publication 
in  the  United  States  of  i-merica  under  the  Editorship  of  L,  . 
U.  de  Laurence;  Chicago,  The  de  Laurence  Company,-  Inc*- 
(1923;  2nd  April,  1929,  2rd,  1948)  xlviii  plus  268p, 

The  introduction  is  probably  the  most  interesting  part 
of 'this  grimoire,  which  is  rather  a simple  magical  treatise 
complete  with  diagrams  of  pentacles  and  v/ith  lists  of  angels 
and  devils  ranked  according  to  importance  and  function. 

I gather  that  the  author  accepted  the  idea  of- a Guar- 
dian angel,  and  felt  that  the  invocation  of  god  and  good  an- 
gels to  protect  him  and  to  govern  the  bad  elementals  or  de- 
mons under  their  dominion  was  a necessary  pre-requisite  to 
assuming  command  over  them.  The  distinction  between  white 
and  black  magic  is  made,  and  the  counsel  of  the  author  is  in 
good  taste  and  cautionary.  He  affirms  that  he  obtained  for 
himself  moral  and  materialistic  benefits  from  his  practices. 

This  would  possibly  be  a useful  reference  for  material 
relating  to  knowledge  in  the  year  1458  when  the  manuscript 
was  written. 


I 


Abrahamsen,  David 

Crime  and  the  Human  Mind;  New  York,  Columbia  University 
Press  (1944,  Publishers);  2rd  ptg,  July,  1945;  Bibliography, 
Index  244p. 

This  is  an  important  study  of  criminology  which  points 
out  the  differences  betv/een  psychiatrical  and  legal  aspects 
of  insanity.  The  author  seems  to  agree  with  Dr,  Ferguson 
(De  Kruif t A Man  Against  Insanity)  that  much  mental  illness 
is  simply  the  result  of  inability  of  people  to  cope  with  the 
insanity  of  society,  a failure  to  adjust  to  reality.  He  is 
apparently  practical  in  dealing  with  the  insane  as  medical 
problems,  but  accepts  society  as  it  is  without  suggesting  as 
I would  that  sane  social  reforms  would  do  much  to  eliminate 
insanity  in  individuals  and  in  society.  The  utopias  'supply 
many  sugges tionS/-for  reform,  and  satires  such  as  Coblentz’ 
are  explicit  in  criticism  of  social  failure. 

This  book  should  be  retained  for  reference. 


Ackerman,  Forrest  J (Compiler) 


Anthology . 


Ackermanthology : 65  Astonishing,  Rediscovered  Sci-Fi  Shorts 

Foreword  by  John  Landis;  Los  Angeles,  General  Publishing  Group, 

Inc.  (1997,  Compiler;  various)  304p  . 

Accompanying  many  probably  unpublishable  stories  from  his 
Agency,  the  compiler  has  assembled  obsure  stories  by  name  authors 
to  produce  an  unusual  anthology  which  is  more  interesting  in  its 
editorial  comments  than  the  stories  themselves. 

His  reprint  of  his  collaboration  with  C.  L,  Moore  Nymph  of 
Darkness  has  fascinating  notes  of  its  genesis;  previously  unpub- 
lished in  reprints  part  of  Merritt’s  "The  Last  Poet  and  the  Robot§" 
notes  of  Gordon  Dewey  naming  a child  after  a Merritt  character, 
and  sufficient  examples  of  name  authors’  work  to  make  this  volume 
a completist  collectors’  item. 

I traded  for  some  of  Forry’s  books  when  he  visited  Winnipeg 
and  brought  them  to  my  home.  This  book  he  inscribed  to  me. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  10,  2002 
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Ackerman,  Forrest  J 


Forrest  J Ackerman,  Famous  Monster  of  Filmland;  Introduction 
by  Vincent  Price;  Illustrated;  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Imagine,  Inc. 

(July,  1986)  152p. 

One  of  several  items  traded  to  me  on  October  19,  1997  by 
Forry  in  exchange  for  out-of-print  Arkham  House  books,  this  auto- 
biographical review  of  the  first  fifty  issues  of  the  magazine  is 
supplemented  by  photographs  of  the  inside  of  the  original  Acker- 
mansion  and  other  related  material  and  personalities. 

I was  amazed  at  Forry’s  ability  to  autograph  exactly  several 
books  and  booklets  he  left  with  me.  I have  never  read  or  been  in- 
terested in  any  but  the  classic  horror  films,  but  the  illustrations 
and  text  brought  me  memories  of  these  and  information  which  was 
interesting  and  instructive. 

Forry’s  enthusiasm  is  as  infectious  as  that  of  Sam  Moskowitz 
in  his  more  serious  vein  of  writing;  but  Forry  writes  well  and 
his  accomplishments  are  worthy  of  the  detailed  record  this  volume 
presents.  I am  now  reading  the  second  volume  with  as  much  pleasure 
and  admiration  for  the  work  he  has  done. 

Ferry’s  self-ad vert ising  is  graceful  and  acceptable  because 
his  accomplishments  were  obviously  inspired  by  a genuine  love  for 
the  entire  field  and  personalities  of  horror  films  and  books.  No 
comparable  source  of  information  is  available. 

Ferry’s  punning  humor  must  make  him  one  of  the  world’s  great 
coiners  of  expressive  words.  That  he  is  ”Mr.  Science  Fiction”  has 
been  demonstrated  worldwide  from  the  earliest  years,  and  his 
friendly  personality  has  earned  him  respect  and  admiration. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  26 , 1 997 
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Ackerman,  Forrest  J 


Forrest  J Ackerman:  Famous  Monster  of  Filmland  #2;  Fore- 
word by  Bill  Warren,  Steven  Spielberg,  Stephen  King;  Illustrated 
; Universal  City,  California,  Hollywood  Publishing  Co;  October, 
1991  162p. 

This  second  volume  of  Forry’s  tie-in  autobiography  linked  to 
his  editing  of  the  magazine  covers  nearly  the  second  fifty  issues 
and  adds  associated  material  as  recent  as  1990. 

There  is  really  no  need  to  expand  on  my  notes  regarding  the 
first  book,  excepting  that  I noticed  more  printing  errors  in  this 
one  . 

I am  lending  both  volumes  to  our  son  Ray  whose  interest  in 
the  subject  is  greater  than  mine  because  of  his  collecting  comics. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  31 , 1997 
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The  Gernsback  Awards  1926  Volume  1;  Los  Angeles,  California 
Triton  Books,  1982  (1982,  Publisher);  Illustrated  309p. 
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Bogged  down  while  reading  a dull  nonfiction  book,  I read 
this  first  fiction  anthology  so  far  this  year.  I re-read  #1  by 
a favorite  author,  had  previously  read  #s  2,  3,  4,  6,  8 and  9 so 
read  for  the  first  time  #s  5,  7,  and  10.  #3  was  based  on  Charles 

Fort's  first  book,  but  much  less  in  t er  est  ing  was  drawn  from 
WEIRD  TALES  magazine  before  I began  reading  it;  and  10  gave  one 
of  the  most  detailed  portrayals  of  an  alien  civilisation  than  the 
usual  such  story.  England  was  a socialist;  Verrill  hoped  no  such 
a system  would  ever  prevail. 

So  far  as  I know,  this  volume  was  never  succeeded  by  others 
forecast  by  Ackerman. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  18,  2001 
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Prince  Isidore:  A Novel;  Illustrated  by  Feliks  Topol- 
ski;  London,  Methuen  (1950)  17 5p. 

This  is  the  life -story  of  a man  who  has  the  '*evil  eye". 

The  introduction  outlines  the  belief  in  je  t ta  tore  and 
quotes  authorities.  The  story  itself  described  Prince  Isi- 
dore’s life  from  birth,  to  death,  his  only  friend  being  his 
older  brother  Hercules,  since  others  believe  him  to  be  a 
malefic  influence;  certainly  the  incidents  described  indicate 
that  misfortune  attended  his ‘every  glance. 

His  daughter  marries  a rake  who  becomes  impotent;  after 
the  marriage  is  nullified,  she  marries  again,  but  refuses  to 
allow  her  father  to  associate  with  her  because  of  her  convic- 
tion of  his  evil  influence. 

- Aside  from  the  "evil  eye",  this  novel  is  fantastic  by 
reason  of  the  accelerated  ageing  of  a casual  mistress  who  be- 
comes grossly  fat  and  repulsive,  yet  retains  her  belief  in 
her  youth  and  beauty. 

Although  I do  not  care  for  the  illustrations,  this  book 
is  very  well  written,  and  reasonably  interesting;  in  fact,  it 
is  the  only  full-length  novel  I have  read  which  is  based  on 
the  superstition  and  grants  its  apparent  reality. 


'’The  Bowl  of  Heaven'’  by  Evangeline  Adams;  Blue  Ribbon  Books,  New  York, 
Eighth  Printing,  July  1930,  {Eirst  Edition,  Dodd,  Mead,  1926) 

Miss  Adams’  instructor  was  Dr,  J,  Heber  3inith,  professor  of 
materia  medica  at  Boston  University,  and  at  that  time  the  leading 
diagnostician  of  New  England. 

P.40.  "Everything  in  the  universe  influences  everything  else,  so, 
naturally,  the  stars  must  influence  man."  - John  Burroughs. 

P.40.  "Dear  Miss  Adams:  I confess  that  I do  not  see  how  the 
planets  can  be  the  rulers  of  human  life;  or  why  Mercury  should  determine 
one  q.uality  in  man  and  Saturn  another.  But  you  have  predicted  things 
which  have  come  true  and  told  me  most  remarkable  things  about  myself. 

How  you  found  them  out,  I do  not  know;  but  I feel  sure  of  your  good 
faith  and  wish  you  all  success.  Sincerely  yours,  Minot  J.  Savage." 

P.48,  "One  of  my  frequent  callers  was  B.  0.  Flower,  editor  of  The 
Arena . Mr.  Flower  became  sufficiently  interested  in  the  Astrological 
science  to  publish  a series  of  articles  by  Dr.  Smith, 

P.50.  Arthur  Michael  was  the  famous  chemist  who  v;as  the  first  to 
say  that  every  atom  has  consciousness  but  not  self-consciousness. 

P.61.  "At  Andover,  I had  come  much  under  the  influence  of 
Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps,  whose  book  "Gates  Ajar"  was  considered  very 
advanced  for  those  days,  and  whose  house  was  the  center  of  discussion 
and  investigation  of  all  sorts  of  ’isms’.  About  this  time,  Professor 
Phelps  startled  his  theological  colleagues  by  conducting  some  of  the 
first  American  experiments  in  spiritualism;  and  my  favorite  among  the 
teachers,  dear,  kindly  Professor  Smythe , shook  the  theological  world 
by  expressing  the  belief  that  a man  was  not  necessarily  damned  if  he 
refused  to  accept  the  Andover  brand  of  religion.  His  public  trial  for 
this ’heresy’  stirred  my  imagination,  and  turned  my  brain  footsteps  from 
the  path  of  conventional  religious  thought.  Elizabeth  Phelps  was  a 
continuing  influence  in  the  same  direction — even  though  she  was  my 
Sunday  school  teacherl — and  the  most  vivid  memories  of  my  Andover  days 
are  the  long  inspiring  walks  under  the  elms  of  the  ’theolog*  campus  and 
’out  Salem  Street  way’  in  the  company  of  this  s traight- thinking , 
brave -speaking  Nev^^  England  heroine," 

Pp,69-?4.  "Naturally,  I believe  that  no  one  of  what  I call  the  minor 
methods  of  ’listening  in’  on  the  Infinite  is  to  be  compared  with 
Astrology;  and  I have  excluded  them  all  from  my  o\m  practice.  'That  I 
tell  people  is  based  solely  on  what  I read  in  their  charts,  I reach  ray 
conclusions  just  as  accurately  for  the  person  whom  I have  never  seen  as 
for  the  person  who  gazes  at  me  from  across  my  desk.  I do  not  claim  to 
be  psychic  or  clairvoyant,  I do  not  read  minds  or  faces  or  handwriting 
or  palms.  But  I do  not  scorn  any  of  these  attempts,  so  long  as  they  are 
honestly  made,  to  break  through  the  veil  which  separates  us  from  God’s 
truth.  The  veil  is  a thin  one.  No  one  can  say  with  -certainty  how  it 
can  best  be  pierced. 

"In  this  spirit,  I spent  one  winter  in  Boston  as  a pupil  of  the 
great  Chelro,  who  was  then  at  the  height  of  his  popularity  as  a reader 
of  the  hand.  Poor  Gheiro’  His  life,  as  I soon  found  by  a consultation 
of  his  horoscope,  was  destined  to  be  a. stormy  one.  His  palm,  too, 
indicated  the  same  thing.  But  he  was^ — and  I daresay  still  iS' — one  of 
those  daring,  dashing,  handsome  fellows,  for  whom  the  journey  through 
life  is  just  one  high  adventure  after  another.  Women  were  ’crazy  about 
him’.  And,  in  many  wa^^s,  he  was  a spoiled  child.  But  he  could  read 


palms— and  I learned  a good  deal  about  the  art. 

'^Incidentally , I made  a most  interesting  collection  of  palm- 
autographs,  which  I have  retained  in  book  form  and  cherish  as  one  of 
my  most  valuable  possessions.  Whenever  an  especially  well  known  person 
or  an  especially  interesting  one — and  my  experience  has  taught  me  that 
the  tv/o  do  not  always  coincide  I — ^came  to  see  me,  I would  talk  to  them 
about  palmistry  and  ask  them  for  a ’flat-hand  autograph*.  With  one 
exception,  I found  my  distinguished  callers  not  only  fascinated  by  the 
study,  but  q,uite  willing  to  have  their  hands  smeared  with  printer’s 
ink  so  that  I could  make  a perfect  impression  of  their  lines  and  mounts. 
The  method  was  my  own.  At  the  time,  Gheiro  was  using  lamp-black,  which 
was  far  from  satisfactory;  but  he  was  not  too  proud  to  adopt  my  plan. 

He  even  asked  for  my  ’secret  method’  of  removing  the  ink-stains.  I 
told  him  he  had  charged  me  well  for  my  lessons  in  palmistry  and  I saw 
no  reason  why  I should  give  av/ay  my  great  ’discovery’.  He  then  offered 
me  five  dollars  for  a small  package  of  the  mysterious  preparation.  And 
I sold  it  to  him.  I didn’t  know  whether  to  feel  guilty  or  not— and  I 
don’t  now.  The  preparation  was  Gold  Dust. 

'’My  palia  book  contains  some  unusual  autographs:  John  Burroughs’, 
Swami  Yivekananda’ s,  Dr.  Savage’s,  .many  famous  Bostonians’;  but  the 
most  interesting  page  is  the  one  which  contains  the  contrasting  palms 
of  the  giant  Bos  took  and  the  dwarf  Ghiq.uita.  The  one  exception,  who 
would  not  allow  me  to  take  an  impression  of  her  hand,  was  Annie  Besant. 
She  was  on  her  first  lecture  tour  of  the  country;  and  then,  as  now,  she 
looked  upon  herself  as  the  bearer  of  a great  message.  At  the  m.oment,  I 
was  deeply  hurt  and  disappointed.  But  I bear  her  no  ill  will  for  what 
seemed  to  me  an  unnecessary  lack  of  graciousness— or  shall  I say 
’professional  courtesy’. 

"Since  those  first  dabblings,  I have  studied  the  occult  in  many 
forms  and  in  many  lands:  yogis,  swamis , rhythmical  dancers,  table- 
tippers,  spirit-photographers,  and  mediums  generally.  I have  followed 
with  keen  interest  the  groy/ing  belief  of  scientists  like  Sir  Oliver 
Lodge  and  world  figures  like  Gonan  Doyle.  I have  myself  had  the  most 
extraordinary  experiences  at  seances  and  spirit  demonstrations.  I do 
not  reject  them.  I am  eternally  interested.  As  for  phrenologists, 
physiognomists,  graphologists,  numerologists  and  the  many  others  who 
work  in  the  daylight,  I have  no  feeling  except  continued  interest  that 
their  findings  so  often  agree  with  my  own  strictly  mathematical 
calculations. 

"Hot  long  ago,  I read  a magazine  article  by  Frederick  L.  Collins, 
who  had  ^ust  returned  from  an  investigating  tour  which  had  taken  him 
over  four  of  the  five  continents;  and  he  had  some  extraordinary 
experiences  with  v/hat  he  calls  the  ’Ists’.  His  conclusions  coincide 
so  closely  with  my  ov/n  that  I am  borrovdng  his  words: 

"’I  cannot  explain  such  things  or  such  people.  Some  of  their 
inforraation  comes,  no  doubt  from  mind  reading;  some  from  experience  in 
sizing  up  the  person  v^ith  v/hom  they  are  talkihg^;  some  from  shrewd 
guessing,  and  building  on  the  guesses  which  are  obviously  successful. 

Some  of  their  effectiveness  is  due  — though  it  could  hardly  be  true  of 
a skeptic  like  me  — to  the  eagerness  of  the  “sitter",  to  his  responsive- 
ness and  his  imagination. 

"’But  the  sum  of  all  these  explanations  does  not  cover  all  of  the 
knowledge  which  even  the  crudest  of  the  Ists  possess.  It  doesn’t 
scratch  the  occult  surface  of  what  the  best  ones  seem  to  knov/.  And,  of 
course,  it  doesn’t  touch  the  work- of  those  Ists  who  operate  at  a distance 
and  on  mathematical  formulas  which  have  come  dovm  to  us  through  ages  of 
testing  and  proving  from  the  days  of  the  Babylonian  wise  men. 

"’I  have  had  my  horoscope  cast  so  many  times  and  by  so  many 
different  "as trologists"  that  I no  longer  have  the  slightest  doubt  of 
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the  mathematical  accuracy  of  that  science.  Much  depends  upon  the 
efficiency  of  the  astrologer  in  his  interpreting  his  figures  and  in 
applying  them  to  the  individual.  That  is  the  difference  between  a good 
astrologer  and  a bad  one.  But  I have  absolute  confidence  that  the 
results  obtained  by  a competent  reader  of  horoscopes  are  in  no  way 
affected  by  mind-reading,  telepathy  or  guessing.  So,  when  I tell  you 
that  the  ’readings’  I have  gathered  from  the  minor  Ists  since  I started 
out  to  give  daylight  occultism  the  acid  test,  correspond  in  general 
tenor  and  detail  to  the  "reading"  of  what  I consider  the  greatest  of  the 
Ists,  I am  giving  final  evidence  of  their  baffling- — and  well  nigh 
convincing— uniformity. 

"’I  don’t  say  that  the  Ists  are  right.  As  a practical  thinking 
man,  I don’t  see  how  they  can  be.  But  that,  after  all,  is  not  the 
question.  T/hat  I want  to  knov/  is: 

"’How  can  they  all  be  wrong?’ 

"All  I ask  from  anyone  who  looks  into  the  science  of  Astrology  is 
this  same  tolerance.  But  I seldom  get  it  where  I feel  that  I have  the 
most  right  to  expect  it.  I didn’t  get  it  from  my  family,  I do  not  get 
it  now,  except  in  rare  cases,  from  the  men  and  women  who  are  themselves 
engaged  in  similar  or  parallel  methods  of  reaching  God  and  interpreting 
life.  The  late  Professor  Hyslop,  who  v/as  at  the  time  of  his  death  the 
head  of  the  American  Society  for  Psychical  Research,  was  just  as 
intolerant  in  his  attitude  toward  Astrology  as  so  many  other  people  are 
in  their  attitude  tov/ard  the  v/ork  in  which  he  v/as  himself  engaged.  He 
was  an  impossible  combatant.  I remember  spending  a whole  evening 
explaining  the  Astrological  interpretation  of  the  law  of  vibrations,  how 
the  different  planets  operate,  and  how  they  affect  the  lives  of  the 
individual. 

"For  instance,"  I said,  dropping  into  Astrological  phraseology, 
"Uranus  never  fails  to  bring  about  a new  epoch  when  it  transits  or 
aspects  the  radical  Sun—" 

"’Y/ait  a minute,’  he  interrupted,  ’what  proof  can  you  give  me 
that  Uranus  or  the  Sun  is  in  the  heavens?’" 

"I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  the  learned  professor’s  mental 
attitude  was  such  that  he  couldn’t  see  even  the  light  of  the  sun,  he 
was  too  blind  to  receive  guidance  from  the  starsi" 

B.104.  "Back  in  my  Boston  days,  I had  among  my  intimate  friends  a 
man  who  was  almost  as  much  under  the  influence  of  Neptune  and  U37anus  as 
is  Miss  Claire.  This  man  was  V/.  J.  Colville,  famed  in  those  days  as  a 
lecthrer  and  mystic.  He  was  born  under  Virgo,  a conventional  enough 
sign  which  rules  the  period  between  August  twenty-first  and  September 
twenty-first;  but  his  Mercury  was  in  aspect  to  the  mystical  Neptune, 
the  occult  Uranus,  and  the  practical  Saturn.  In  private  life,  these 
conflicting  influences  made  him  a rank  eccentric.  I remember  one  night 
at  a dinner  at  Mrs.  Ole  Bull’s,  Colville  suddenly  ducked  under  the  tabibe 
and  crawled  around  on  his  hands  and  knees — for  no  good  reason  except 
that  he  felt  that  way  at  the  time.  But  in  his  public  work,  he  showed  an 
extraordinary  mentality,  which  seemed  able  to  tap  the  brains  of  anybody 
in  his  audience. 

"My  Harvard  friends  were  much  interested  in  him,  and  contrived  all 
kinds  of  tests  to  trap  him.  One  night,  they  planted  in  the  audience 
one  of  their  most  expert  mathematicians,  a man  who  thought  in  logarithms 
as  naturally  as  you  and  I do  in  words.  Colville  was  equal  to  the  test. 
He  captured  this  man’s  mind  so  completely  that  he  talked  for  an  hour  on 
mathematical  problems  of  which  he,  himself,  had  absolutely  no  technical 
knowledge.  Psychic  Neptune  and  occult  Uranus  gave  him  this  power  ofer 
other  minds.  Practical  Saturn  gave  him  the  ability  to  materialize  it. 


P*105-6.  ’^Colville  had  another  gift,  which  never  failed  to  astonish 
his  audiences.  He  would  ask  for  a phrase  or  a group  of  words  from  ’out 
in  front’ — he  didn’t. care  how  irrelevant  they  were,  or  how  unrelated  to 
each  other—and  then,  he  would  proceed  to  weave  them  into  really  very 
beautiful  verses.  Some  of  his  efforts,  made  extemporaneously  from  the 
most  unprmising  starts,  deserved  to  be  called  p'^oems.  One  in  particular 
was  a tour  de  force.  An  unawed  Harvard  youth  tried  to  stump  him  with 
the  unpoetical  phrase,  ’hair  in  the  soup’.  But  Colville  was  equal  to 
the  occasion.  He  drew  a delightful  picture  of  children  playing  in  the 
sunlight,  and  of  one  in  particular,  v/ho  had  golden,  curly  hair.  Then, 
as  a moral  to  his  very  charming  fantasy,  he  pointed  out  that  even  this 
glorious  golden  hair,  though  the  pride  and  ^oy  of  the  young  girl,  would 
lose  iilss  lustrous  attractiveness  in  soup.  So  great  v/as  the  power  of  the 
man  over  his  audience,  when  he  chose  to  exert  it,  that  he  robbed  the 
trite  phrase  of  its  intended  ridiculousness,  and  concentrated  attention 
on  the  excellent  truism  that  everything,  even  golden  hair,  must  be  in 
its  proper  place  I 

P.107,  Both  Cardinal  Gibbons  and  Houdini  had  Uranus,  Neptune  and 
Mars  all  in  aspect  to  one  another.  But  Houdini  also  has  Saturn  in  the 
same  relation,  suggesting  that  he  might  use  his  mystic  powers  to  mystify 
the  world  rather  than  to  uplift  it.  Gibbons  is  Leo. 

P.108.  Annie  Besant  and  Oscar  V/ilde,  both  Libra. 

P.222.  ”’A  remarkable  case,*  writes  a new^s  reporter  in  The  Times 
of  October  29,  1925,  ’of  twin  brothers  being  injured  at  precisely  the 
same  time,  but  in  different  parts  of  the  tov/n,  occurred  yesterday 
morning  at  Eastbourne. 

’Fred  Crowhurst,  of  Upper town-gardens , was  cycling  with  another  lad 
when  ke  came  into  collision  with  a motor  cyclist,  and  was  badly  injured. 
He  was  taken  to  a hospital.  When,  soon  afterwards,  a police -cons table 
went  to  inform  the  boy’s  mother,  she  asked  him  to  dress  a wound  in  her 
son’s  leg.  The  policeman  went,  into  the  house  and  saw  a boy  with  a 
serious  injury  to  his  knee,  whcm  he  presumed  to  be  the  lad  he  had  left 
a fev/  minutes  before  in  the  hospital.  The  constable  asked  for  an 
explanation,  and  was  told  that  this  was  Gordon  Crowhurst,  a tv/in  brother 
of  the  lad  in  the  hospital,  and  that  he  had  fallen  from  a wall.” 

P.223.  Quoted  from  a New  York  Paper:  ’Ernest  Gridley,  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  Harry  Gridley,  of  Winnipeg,  Canada,  on  crutches.  Both  went 
to  the  War  with  the  Canadian  Expeditionary  Forces.  Ernest  lost  his  left 
leg  at  Regina  Trench  in  1916.  Harry  lost  his  left  leg  at  Cambrai  in 
1917.  They  are  twins. 

’Mrs.  Gene  Roth,  of  Nev/  York,  was  visited  by  the  stork  at  Bronx 
Hospital.  On  the  same  day, in  the  same  hospital,  in  a ward  only  a few 
paces  away,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Roberts  received  a visit  from  the  stork.  The 
sisters  are  twins.’ 

P.224.  Q,uoted  from  a book"' published  in  London  in  1837:  ’’’In  the 
newspapers  of  February,  1820,  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Hemmings  was 
noticed.  It  was  stated  that  he  had  been  an  ironmonger  and  prosperous 
in  trade  — that  he  was  born  on  the  4th  of  June,  1738,  at  nearly  the 
same  moment  as  his  late  majesty,  George  the  Third,  and  in  the  same 
parish  of  St.  Martin’ s-in-the-Fields ; that  he  went  into  business  for 
hmself  in  October,  1760,  when  his  late  Majesty  came  to  the  throne; 
that  he  married  on  the  8th  of  September  1761,  the  same  day  as  the  king; 
and  finally,  after  other  events  of  his  life  had  resembled  those  which 
happened  to  the  late  king,  that  he  died  on  Saturday,  January  29th,  1820, 
on  the  same  day  and  nearly  the  same  hour  as  his  late  Majesty.® 

’’Another  old  authority  tells’  of  the  similarity  between  the  then 


"The  Bowl  of  Heaven" 
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Prince  of  V/ales,  afterv/ard  George  the  Fourth,  and  a chimney  sweep  bom 
the  same  day  and  hour  and  in  substantially  the  same  locality;  *Gf  the 
career  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak — his  vices, 
his  follies,  his  perjuries  were  all  royal,  and  his  fellow,  the  sv;eep, 
was  not  a jot  behind  him.  The  broom  and  scraper  were  found  as  ill- 
adapted  to  the  hands  of  one  as  the  sceptre  to  the  hands  of  the  other# 

The  parents  of  "Prince  George",  (the  chimney  sweep)  tired  of  his 
profligacy,  which  shamed  their  profession,  finally  established  him  as  a 
tallov/  chandler.  He  was  nov/  a ruler,  v/ith  apprentices  and  coteries 
about  him,  and  could  follow  the  bent  of  his  genius.  He  was  handsome, 
courteous,  gallant,  a spendthrift,  and  a gamester,  as  testified  before 
the  age  of  twenty,  the  fortune  and  reputation  of  the  family  having 
suffered  much  through  his  tendencies  of  this  kind.  He  soon  became 
famous  in  his  own  sphere,  dressed  in  the  best  style  of  his  class,  was 
the  idol  of  the  women,  the  essence  of  politeness,  the  greatest  bettor 
and  gamester  at  all  the  races  and  fairs  within  ten  miles  of  London,  and 
finally  kept  the  best  asses,  and  ran  the  best  donkey?'  races  of  the  daj'’. 
All  this  time  his  royal  compeer  was  working  out  a destiny  perfectly 
analogous,  except  that  one  is  "high  life  above,  the  other  below,  stairs" 
— the  one  races  with  a blooded  horse,  the  other  with  a donkej’-.  But  all 
glory  must  have  an  end;  the  Prince  of  Wales  became  bankrupt,  and  the 
"Prince  George"  "smashed" — the  very  day  that  the  stud  of  His  Royal 
Highness,  Prince  of  Wales,  was  sold  by  Tattersall,  the  racing  donkeys 
and  ponies  of  the  other  "Prince  George"  v/ere  put  to  the  hammer.  3io 
Transit  Gloria  Mundil * 

"Some  of  these  similarities , may  be  explained  on  the  ground  that 
even  a cat  may  copy  a king.  But  the  fact  remains  that  wherever  a king 
and  a ’cat’  have  been  found  to  be  born  under  the  same  stars,  there  has 
been  a close  resemblance  in  their  characters  and  careers.  I might 
mention  the  often  quoted  cases  of  King  Edward’s  ’double’  who  died  May 
6,  1910,  the  same  day  as  the  King;  and  the  Kaiser’s  ’double’,  whose 
children  were  born  on  the  same  dates  as  the  German  princes.  There  is 
something  rather  convincing,  don't  you  think,  about  births  and  deaths?" 


Adams,  Grace,  and  Hutter,  Edward 


The  Mad  Forties 
(1942,  Publishers) 


New  York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers; 

294p 


This  well-written  and  researched  popular  account  of  fads  and 
social  conditions  in  the  United  States  of  around  the  1840s  is  an 
exposition  from  a gently  skeptical  viewpoint  of  the  water  cure, 
phrenology,  mesmerism,  spiritualism  and  communal  living,  ending 
in  the  debates  over  sex  and  marriage. 

Probably  the  best  paragraph  to  portray  the  authors'  scepti- 
cism is  the  following  from  page  115: 

The  faculty  of  mathematics  at  Harvard  calculated  the  proba- 
bility of  his  giving  that  particular  response,  when  Mr.  Parke 
thought  of  that  particular  object,  down  almost  to  the  very  same 
goose  egg  that  the  faculty  of  mathematics  at  Duke  University  is 
arriving  at  today  to  re-prove  animal  magnetism  under  the  new 
name  of  extra-sensory  perception. 

Were  the  authors  writing  today,  their  skepticism  might  not 
be  so  positive. 

There  are  no  footnotes  to  the  text,  and  few  sources  are  men- 
tioned, but  this  is  an  amusing  and  accurate  sociological  account 
of  the  period.  But  the  authors'  bias  did  not  allow  them  to  give 
credit  to  actual  accounts  of  psychic  phenomena. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  25,  2003 
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Adams,  Henry 

Letters  to  a Niece;  and  Prayer  to  the  Virgin  of  Char- 
tres; V/ith  A Niece  ^3  Memories,  by  Mabel  La  Parge';  Boston- and 
New  York,  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  The,  Riverside  Press  Cam- 
bridge, 1920  (1920,  Mabel  La  Parge)  134p. 

I read  this  book  only  because  of  Dave  MeClintock’s  ex- 
pressed interest  in  anything  by  Adams. 

These  letters  are  mainly  concenred  with  travel  in  the 
South  Seas  and  from  Scotland  and  Paris,  and  contain  little 
of  exceptional  interest.  I quote  the  following  from  P.66: 

The  conjuror  did  some  clever  tricks,  including  the 
mango-trick  which  all  travellers  tell  aboiit,  and  which  he 
offered  to  teach  me  in  fifteen  mMnutes.  I declined,  pre- 
ferring not  to  know  too  much,  for  the  trick  was  clever  as 
it  stood;  the  fellow ^s  bare,  skinny  arms  and  body  offering 
no  place  for  concealment,  while  we  sat  round  and  over  him., 
almost  touching  him.,  so  as  to  see  every  motion  that  was  not 
too  quick  to  be  seen  at  all.  I cannot  conceive  how  he  did 
it;  but  I never  could  see  how  the  sim.plest  sleight-of-hand 
is  done. 

The  poems  which  conclude  the  v olume  • commence  at  page 
125,  and  may  possibly  be  of  greater  importance  than  any  of 
the  letters.  The  latter  do,  hov;ever,  give  impressions  of 
various  places  which  may  be  valuable. 
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Adams,  Ian 

The  Poverty  Wall;  Toronto real , Pcilelland  and 
3 tev/art  Limited  (1971),  (1970,  Adams)  154-n, 

Adams  wrote  a science  fiction  novel  The  dean  P-  pern 
and.  was  a staff  member  of  the  Se-Late  Oomml ; tee  .on  Poverty, 
resigning  with  three  others  to  pixblis:';  - The  Keal  Poverty  lie- 
nor t.  • It  was  his  science  fiction  novel  which  caused  me  to 
v/atch  for  and  purchase  this  book, 

. Adams  in  the  third  section  of  this  book  deseri'ces  -Ms 
own  problems  with  poverty,  and  in  the  first  section  tells  of 
working  as  desk  clerk  in  the  Pall  Hotel  here  in  Winnipeg.  I 
do  not  know  whether  his  embittered  and  radical  view  of  our 
• affluent  society  makes  it  possible  for  him  to  settle  down  to 
a steady  ,1ob,  but  the  fact  that  he  could  make  a living  at 
writing  articles  and  books  suggests  that  he  rrip^ht  be  mlad  to 
rely  on  a small  steady  income,  as  I did. 

lection  1 is  a general  introduction;  section  2 tells  of 
an  Indian  boy  who  died  of  exposure  while  runninm  away  from  a 
school  and  trying  to  find  his  father;  section  4 is  generally 
considering  the  extent  and  na  ture  of ' cover ty ; section  5 tells 
of  the  .miners  of  Newfoundland  .and  their  ill-health  and  deaths 
fro_m  radiation  poisoning;  section  6 tells  of  welfare  croblemg 
in  Saskatchewan;  section  7 describes  how  the  system  keeps  the 
poor  that  way;  section  8 outlines  the  tax  system,  which  favors 
tine  rich;  and  section  9 asks  how  long  the  poor  will  put  up 
with  the  system.,  which  oppresses  them.,  and  why  the  minority  of 
the  rich  should  be  permitted  to  continue  their  privile«^es. 

^This  is  an  angry  and  radical  portrayal  of  poverty  in 
Canada,  deploring  the  system,  but  offering  no  solutions  acart 
from  increased  allowances  for  the  poor. 
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Adamtj,  Ian;  Cameron,  ’.Tilliam;  Hill,  Brian;  Benz,  Peter 

The-  Heal  Poverty  Hsport;  Hdmonton,  K,  G,  Hurtig:  Limited 
(1971,  Authors)  255p. 

The  authors  were  staff  members  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Poverty  in  Canada,  but  resigned  in  April,  1971  and  pub- 
lished  this  report  because  they  felt  that  the  report  op  ':’ne 
Senate  Comraittee  would  whitewash- the,  situation  and  they 
wanted  to  .apprise  the  public  of  the  true  one,.. 

Adams  had  previously  publishied  The  P ov e r t y Pa  1 1 , so  he 
may  have  been  hired- as  a consequence  of  ' this, 

Hany  of  the -s.ta  tis  tics  published  in  this  volume  are 
repeated  in  the  Senate  report,  and  the  conclusions  of  both 
reports  are  very  similar.  It  is  not . possible  for  me  to  know 
to^  wha  tax  tent  the  conclusions  c:^  the  Sena  te  renort  -were  In- 
flue  need,  by  the  prior  publiee- tlon  of  this  book. 

"^bis  book  presents  tables  and  arguments  showing  the  ex- 
tent of  poverty  in  Canada,  and,  the  reeemmenda tions  made  to 
alleviate  the  situati^on  are  possible  of  ralfilment  within  th 
capitalistic  economic”  system.  There  is  no  suggestion  that 
they-wish  the  system  abolished  entirely. 
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Adams , Ian 

From  the  dust  jacket  of  ^’The  Trudeau  Papers’’: 


Biograph3.eal. 


Photograph  on  back  cover,  underneath  which  is  tie  text: 

Ian  Adams’  first  book,  The  P ov e r t y . Wa 1 1 , was  published 
in  1970  and  currently  is  in  ints  fourth  rerrinting.  It  pre- 
sents a moving  portrait  of  the  one -third  of  Canada’s  citizens 
who  live  in  poverty,  and  an  angry  indictment  of  the  system 
that  keeps  them  there. 

This  is  Ian  Adams’  first  novel. 

From  the  back  flap; 

In  the  fall  of  1967  Ian.  Adams  covered  the  war  in  Vietnam 
for  Ma clean’ s magazine  and  v7on  widespread  recognition  in  both 
■Canada  and  the  U.  3.  for  his  reports.  It  is  from  this  experi- 
ence that  he  has  drawn  much  of  the  material  for  ;!!his  book.  He 
has  also  travelled  widely  in  Canada,  leaving  home  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  and  spending  the  next  ten  3/ears  roaming  the  country 
from  coast  to  coast. 

Nov7  an  Ontario  resident,  H.r.  Adams  was  born  in 
Tabora,  Tanzania,  in  1937,  and  spent  hts  childhood  in  Hast  Af- 
rica, England,  and  Pakistan. 

He  came  to  Canada  in  1953.  His  first  book,  The  Poverty 
Wall , appeared  in  1970.  He  was  Hired  as  chief  writer  for  the 
Special  Senate  Committee  on  Poverty,  but  resigned  from  the 
committee  in  the  spring  of  1971,  along  v/ith  three  other  asso- 
ciates. Adams,  nov;  34,  is  a t work  on  his  second  novel.  The 
Sun room. 
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Adams,  Ian  ' 

The  Trudeau  Papers;  Toronto/Montreal , McClelland  and 
Stewart  Limited  (1971,  Adams)  ^ 108p, 

This  is  a ’^future  war”  novel,  beginning  with  the  acci- 
dental exploding  of  two  niflear  v'/arheads  over  western  Canada. 
Fire  and  fallout  cause  near-annihilation  of  the  populations 
of  the  prairie  provinces,  with  power  failures  and  panic  in- 
cidental to  the  demoralization  of  the  people. 

The  Canadian  dollar  becomes  worthless,  and  American 
economic  Interests  arrange  that  tropps  be  sent  to  occupy 
strategic  positions  in  Canada  to  protect  those  interests. 

Alan  Jarvis,  drifter,  journalist,  and  one  tine  ' CIA  agent,  is 
forced  by  inclination  and  circimis tance s to  supnort  the  prov- 
isional government  and  lead  in  guerrilla  warfare  against  the 
American  occupation  troops,  and  he  collects  and  writers  the 
papers  named  after  one  of  the  last  dem.ocra  tically -elec ted 
Canadian  Prime  Ministers.  These  outline  the  political  and 
economic  consequences  of  the  holocaust,  and  the  disillusion- 
ment and  hopelessness  which  result  ultimately  in  Jarvises 
capture  and  death-sentence.  Action  in  the  early  part  of  the 
novel  centers  in,  \7e stern  Canada;  and  in  Jarvises  story,  in 
and  near  Toronto,  Ontario. 

Though  poor  and  unimportant  as  a novel'  this  m.ay  portray 
graphically  the  dangers  faced  by  the  .modern  world  v/ithout  to- 
tal disarmament.  Probably  its  chief  indictment  is  of  the  un- 
preparedness of  authorities  for  the  consequences  of  the  force 
they  can  unleash,  or  which  can  accidentally  be  set  in  motion. 
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Addams,  Charles 


Cartoons 


prav/n  and  Quartered;  New  York,  Pocket  Books  (jf 50058) 
Cardinal  Edition,  August,  1964  ' 96to. 

Monster  Rally;  New  York,  Pocket  Books  (#50061)  Cardinal 
Edition,  February,  1965  127p. 

Homebodies;  New  York,  Pocket  Books  (#50063)  Cardinal 
Edition,  Iferch,  1965  lS8p. 

Black  I^iaria;  New  York,  Bimon  and  Schuster,  1960,  Ad- 
dams  $3.95  , 96 p. 

Although  I looked  at  these  macabre  cartoons,  they  did 
not  appeal  greatly  to  me,  so  I am  taking  these  items  to 
Poug  Sulipa,  who  is  interested  in  having  them. 


Addams,  Chas 


Drawn  and  Quartered,  New  York,  Pocket  Books  (#50058), 


(August,  1964),  (The  New  Yorker  Magazine,  Inc.)  96p. 

Nightcrawlers , (#50060),  (December,  1964)  128p. 

Monster  Rally,  (#50061),  (February,  1965)  127p. 

Homebodies,  (#50062),  (March,  1965)  128p. 


I did  not  look  at  these  cartoon  books  until  March,  1995.  I 
admire  the  detailed  artwork,  but  in  many  cases  the  humor  was  too 
subtle  for  a rapid  comprehension.  Macabre  in  intent,  it  points  up 
the  horrors  of  modern  civilization. 

This  is  not  my  brand  of  humor,  so  I’ll  be  unlikely  to  re-read 
these  books  . 


Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice, 
Box  51,  Station  “L”, 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

R3H  0Z4. 


Dear  Choice  Supporter: 

You  are  invited  to  a Choice  Celebration.  We  will  celebrate 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  Supreme  Court  Decision 
recognizing  a woman’s  right  to  reproductive  freedom.  We 
will  honour  Dr.  Henry  Morgentaler,  who  fought  with  us  to 
win  this  right. 

A Choice  Celebration  begins  at  7:30  p.m.  on -Thursday, 
February  16,  1989,  at  the  International  Inn.  A 
presentation  to  Dr.  Morgentaler  will  be  made  at  8:00  p.m. 
Wine  and  cheese  will  be  served. 

We  hope  to  accomplish  two  goals  from  this  event.  First,  we 
intend  to  develop  resources  to  lobby  the  Federal  Government 
regarding  the  introduction  of  any  restrictive  legislation 
on  abortion.  We  need  the  voice  of  Manitobans  to  be  heard. 
We  have  a critical  role  to  play  in  the  upcoming  debate. 

Second,  we  want  to  mount  a legal  challenge  to  the 
Provincial  Government's  decision  to  refuse  to  pay  for 
abortions  outside  of  hospitals.  We  know  that  abortions  in 
approved  medical  facilities  such  as  community  health 
clinics  are  safer  and  less  costly.  We  believe  the 
government  is  acting  unethically,  perhaps 
unconstitutionally . 

Tickets  for  this  Choice  Celebration  are  available  at  a cost 
of  $25.00.  Larger  donations  are  welcomed.  Benefactors, 
who  contribute  $200.00  and  over  and  donors  ($100.00  - 
$199.00)  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  evening's  program. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  at  Bold  Print,  478-A  River  Avenue, 
the  Manitoba  Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women, 

16  - 222  Osborne  Street,  Times  Change  Restaurant  on  Main 
and  St.  Mary's,  or  the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women  at 
the  Gwen  Secter  Creative  Living  Centre,  1588  Main  Street. 
Reservations  will  be  accepted  by  mail  at  the  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice. 

Please  join  us,  to  celebrate  our  past  victory,  to  honour 
Dr.  Morgentaler,  and  to  help  ensure  that  our  right  to 
reproductive  choice  will  be  retained. 

Yours  v- 


^hofce 


•a/gn  for  reproductive  freedom 


Adler,  Polly  ' 

A House  Is  Not  a Home;  New  York,  Toronto,  Rinehart  & 
Company,  Inc.  (1953)  374p, 

The  author  was  probably  the  most  notorious  madam  in  Nev/ 
York  City  during  the  1920 ^s;  and  this  is  her  autobiography. 

Although  it  is  quite  apparent  that  she  has  not  told  all 
she  might,  to  me  the  Inference  is  clear  that  prostitution  is 
still  illegal  mainly  because  of  the  money  Involved.  Those 
who  profit  from  the  avails  of  prostitution  are  seldom  the 
prostitutes  themselves;  but  the  police,  local  officials, 
tradespeople  who  deal  with  them,  and  the  pimps  and  madams. 
Even  the  last  category,  in  the  final  analysis,  squander  or 
are  forced  to  pay  to  of f Icials  ■ and  in  fines,  a larme  -amount 
of  their = ea rnlngs ; the  liquor  and  drug  traffics  are  heavily 
subsidized;  and  the  cost  in  human  misery  and  degredation  is 
incalculable. 

I am  forced  to  agree  with  the  author’s  conclusion  that 
prostitution  will  never  be  abolished.  The  statistics  viven 
in  certain  parts  of  the  book  are  vague,  but  if  conditions 
are  as  alleged  (and  I believe  they  are),  then  there  should 
be  no  lav;s  against  prostitution.  Much  too  larme  a segment 
of  the  entire  population  is  involved;  and  the  stigma  of  out- 
lav\/ry  or  criminality  attached  to  the  sex  instinct  is  not 
warranted. 

Never  having  been  in.  a house  of  ill-fame,  and  never 
having  recognized  any  woman  as  a prostitute  except  one  girl 
whom  I saw  outside  a house  on  Anna be 11a  3 tree t several  times 
and  to  whom  I never  spoke,  my  knowledge  is  based  entirely  on 
books  and  magazipe  articles.  My  conviction  is,  however, 
that  public  morality  is  a sham,  and  that  practice  is  m.uch 
different.  As  Garrlgues  demonstrated  in  his  book,  special 
interests  maintain  a position  which  is  against  the  public 
interest;  and  alleged  morality  is  a corruption  fostered  by 
those  special  Interests. 

Alas  humanity  I 

This  book  is  an  important  social  document.  I don^t  ad- 
mire Polly  Adler ^s  profession,  but  certainly  this  book  is  an 
achievement  for  which  she  deserves  praise. 


'i 


Agee,  Doris 

Edgar  Cayce  on  E<^P;  New  York,  Castle  Books;  (1969,  Ag- 
gooiation  for  Research  and  Enlightenment  224p. 

New  York,  Warner  Paperback  Library  (#76423),  (Fifth 
Printing,  March,  1974)  224p. 

This  is  a very  good  selection  of  readings  related  to 
E'^P  from  Cayce ’g  archives,  covering  every  main  subject  from 
health,  through  Atlantis,  prophecy,  clairvoyance  and  Bible 
history.  The  concluding  chapter,  confirming  the  author’s 
belief  in  Cayce ’s  phenomena,  would  actually  have  served  as 
an  introduction  to  the  volume  and  as  an  assurance  to  the 
reader  of  the  author’s  qualifications, 

^ince  most  of  the  readings  given  by  Cayce  referred  to 
health  problems,  the  longest  chapter  in  thi<3  book  is  on  the 
subject.  This  indicates  that  Cayce  was  far  in  advance  of 
his  time,  and  that  discoveries  of  orthodox  medicine  after  he 
died  have  confirmed  many  of  his  treatment  sugge*^ tions , 

I found  this  one  of  the  moot  interesting  volumes  on 
Cayce,  whose  importance  is  more  highly  impressed  on  me  with 
each  new  book  I read.  I agree  with  the  author  that  ’’there 
is  enough  material  here  to  keep  thousands  of  researchers  busy 
for  at  least  another  century?. 
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Aiken  , Joan 


Foul  Matter;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company, 
Inc.,  1983  264p. 

As  the  daughter  of  Conrad  Aiken,  I thought  the  author  might 
include  some  fantasy  in  this  story,  but  it  is  a first  person  ac- 
count of  a sophisticated  woman’s  life.  With  14  or  15  lovers,  in- 
cluding the  husbands  of  some  of  her  friends,  and  with  business 
success  as  a high-level  caterer,  traveller,  and  socialite,  her 
life  is  interesting,  and  the  story  is  well  written. 

The  title  is  based  on  publishing  terminology,  and  not  the 
incidents  of  the  story  itself. 

This  is  not  my  choice  of  fiction,  however,  and  I doubt  that 
I would  ever  re-read  it. 
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Albertson,  Augusta 


Through  Gates  of  Pearl:  A Vision  of  the  Heaven-Life; 

Ylev'j  York,  etc.,  Fleming  H.  Hevell  Company  (1916)  198pp. 

The  author  states  this  to  be  a .iourney  purely  mental. 

It  began  as  a dream  which  grew  into  a series  of  dreams  or 
visions,  follOv/ing  a protracted  illness.  Admitting  knowledge 
of  similar  dreams  or  visions,  she  disclaims  indebtedness  to 
them  for  her  own.  She  attributes  the'  visions  to  Scriptural 
symbols,  hymnology  and  poetry  of  the  Future  Life,  and  to  com- 
munion v\/ith  the  Spirit  of  God.  Throughout  the  book  reference 
is  made  to  the  book  of  Revelation. 

Beautifully  written  by  a woman  of  apparent  education  and 
culture,  this  is  probably  as  good  a description  of  the  Chris- 
tian Heaven  as  can  be  found.  To  the  devout  Christian  mind, 
it  is  a comforting  view  of  the  after-life,  seen  as  a continu- 
ation of  the  earth-life,  but  with  problems  solved,  families 
and  loved-ones  re -uni ted,  and  an  awareness  of  the  nearness  of 
Christ. 

Though  not  written  for  spiritualists,  this  book  would 
support  much  of  the  spiritualist  philosophy. 
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Aldington,  Hlohard 


The  Pomance  of  Casanova;  A Novel;  New  York,  Due 11, 
Tloan  and  Pearce  (1946,  author)  344p« 

Like  other  novels  based  on  Casanova’s  life,  this  con- 
centrates on  his  love  affair  with  the  mysterious  Henriette. 
The  author  takes  liberties  with  the  '’emoirs,  and  changes 
not  only  events  but  motives  for  them,  so  that  this  is,  as 
the  title  indicates,  a romance  rather  than  a historical  or 
biographical  novel. 

It  is,  however,  an  accurate  portrayal  of  Casanova’s 
character,  and  shows  him  at  the  last,  forsaking  his  one 
true  love  for  an  affair  with  a woman  he  believes  he  has 
cause  to  hate.  Like  ^chnitzler’s  novel,  it  carries  the 
moral  that  sensuality  is  its  own  punishment. 

The  prologue  to  the  story  comprises  a meeting  between 
Casanova  and  the  Count  St.  Germain,  when  Casanova  is  over 
70  and  3t,  Germain  still  appears  to  be  about  40  as  he  was 
when  Casanova  had  known  him  40  years  previously;  this  makes 
the  novel  a fantasy* 
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Aldiss,  Brian  W. 

Billion  Year  Spree:  The  History  of  Scienoe  Fiction; 
Corgi  Books  (#9805),  London  (1975),  (1973,  Aldiss);  Illus- 
trated; Critical  Bibliography,  Index  386p. 

Billion  Year  Spree:  The  True  History  of  Science  Fic- 
tion; New  York,  Schocken  Books  (#33450),  (2nd  ptg,  1975) 
(Doubleday,  1974),  no  illustrations  339p. 

This  is  a very  good  history  of  the  field,  taking  the 
viewpoint  of  the  place  of  science  fiction  in  world  litera- 
ture and  emphasizing  the  importance  of  writers  outside  the 
pulp  ghetto,  and  deploring  the  influence  of  Gernsback,  whose 
lack  of  literary  acumen  kept  the  literary  world  from  knowing 
that  the  field  was  more  than  that  ^^Buck  Rogers  stuff^’.  I am 
favorably  impressed  with  the  author’s  knowledge  of  the  field 
and  although  I feel  that  he  misses  the  importance  of  authors 
like  Wertenbaker, ' Blackwood,  Machen  , Merritt,  Douglas,  Max 
Brand,  Chambers,  and  others,  some  of  wI:|om  are  not  mentioned 
V in  the  index,  and  individual  excellent  books  which  probably 
he  had  not  read,  he  is  right  in  appraising  those  writers  who 
have  had  ma.jor  influence. 

I read  the  British  edition,  which  has  larger  print,  and 
consider  it,  with  its  illustrations,  superior  to  the  American 
edition,  though  I bought  the  latter  as  a new  book. 

His  admiration  for  Staple  don  rather  than  for  Merritt  is 
Justified,  but  jioints  to  his  favoring  the  intellectual  rather 
than  the  emotional  imagination,  thus  siding  with  Blish. 

I must  read  some  of  Aldiss’  novels.  * 
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Aldiss,  Brian  W,  and  Harrison,  Harry  (Editors)  Symposium. 

Hell’s  Cartographers:  Some  Personal  Histories  of  Science 
Fiction  Writers;  London,  Futura  Publications  Limited  (Orbit  # 
7907),  (1976),  (1975,  3F  Horizons  Ltd;  Biblioi?ra nhies ; 24Gp. 


Contents 


Introduc  tion 

Brian  W.  Aldiss 

1 

1.  Sounding  Brass,  Tinkling  Cymbal 

Robert  Silverberp 

7 

2.  y.y  Affair  with  Science  Fiction 

Alfred  Bester 

46 

3,  The  Beginning  of  the  Affair 

Harry  "Garrison 

76 

4.  Knight  Piece 

Damon  Knight 

96 

5,  Ragged  Claws 

Frederik  Tohl 

144 

6.  llagic  and  Bare  Boards 

Brian  Aldiss 

173 

Appendices:  . 

I'ow  We  Work 

211 

Selected  Bibliographies 

' 

239 

These  are  fascinating?  outlines  of  the  lives  and  methods 
of  work  of  six  modern  science  fiction  writers.  Of  all, 

only  Brian  Aldiss  had  the  advantages  of  social  and  financial 
security,  and  of  them  all,  he  appears  to  be  the  one  literary 
artist  primarily;  the  others  wrote  commercially  at  first,  and 
felt  impelled  to  do  artistic  work  only  when  they  tired  of  the 
drudgery  of  hackwork,  and  had  the  financial  resources  to  make 
possible  the  time  needed  for  critical  assessment  of  their  own 
work. 

Knight  and  Pohl,  particularly,  refer  to  the  Futurians  in 
New  York,  and  their  essays  are  illustrative  of  that  circle. 

This  book  is  worth  study,  and  should  be  retained  for 
reference. 


Aldiss,  Brian,  with  Wingrove,  David 

Trillion  Year  Spree;:  The  History  of  Science  Fiction;; 
Paladin  Grafton  Books  (#8684),  (1988),  1986,  Gollancz;  Bibli- 
ography; Index  688p. 

Written  from  a British  viewpoint,  this  should  have  been 
called  "a"  history,  rather  than  "the"  history. 

Aldiss  writes  from  a literary,  rather  than  a popular  view 
of  his  subject.  Although  he  gives  recognition  to  the  principal 
authors  and  editors,  minimal  importance  is  allotted  to  figures 
I consider  to  be  of  major  influence  in  many  instances. 

Although  I read  the  book  completely,  including  the  Notes, 

I consider  it  should  be  used  as  a reference  rather  than  to  try 
and  evaluate  the  comments  concerning  specific  books  and  authors. 

This  book  was  purchased  as  a gift  for  me  by  Peter  Wiebe, 
who  found  it  in  Virden  remaindered  at  $1.97,  a real  bargain. 

The  excellent  index  makes  unnecessary  any  detailed  review 
of  the  book,  which  should  be  retained  for  reference. 
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Aldrioh,  Thomas  Bailey 


Marjorie  Daw  and  Other  People;  Boston  and  New  York, 
Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company  (1872,  1901,  Aldrich)  242p. 


Con tents 


55 

108* 

124 

148* 

188 

209 

222 


1*  Marjorie  Daw 

2.  A Rivermouth  Romance 

2.  Quite  3o 

4.  A Young  Desperado 

5 . Mi  s s Me  he  ta  be  1 ’ s Son 

6.  A Struggle  for  Life 

7.  Mademoiselle  Olympe  Za brisk! 

8.  Pere  Antoine’s  Date-»Palm 


All  except  #4  appear  in  the  volume  entitled  Marjorie 
Daw  and  Other  Stories,  It  is  the  latter  volume  which  I • 
should  keep  if  space  becomes  a problem,  as  #4,  which  is  a 
loving  sketch  of  a boy,  is  not  important  to  a fantasy 
collection* 

However,  these  stories  are  so  well  written  that  both 
books  should  be  kept  for  reference  as  variant  editions  of 
the  title  story. 


Aldrich,  Thomas  Bailey 


Marjorie  Daw  and  Other  Stories;  Boston  and  Hew  York, 
Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company,  1895  (1873,  1885,  Aldrich; 


1894,  Houghton,  "lifflin  & Go,)  287p, 

Contents 

1,  Marjorie  Daw  7* 

2*  Miss  Mehe tabel ’ s -Son  53* 

3,  Our  New  Neighbors  at  Ponkapog  93 

4,  A Midnight  Fantasy  103* 

5,  Mademoiselle  Olympe  Zabriski  140 

6,  A Struggle  for  Life  164 

7,  Pere  Antoine  ^s  Da  te^* Palm  185 

8,  Quite  So  196* 

9,  A Rivermouth  Romance  221 

10,  The  Little  Violinist  , '273 


Seven  of  these  stories  are  reprinted  in  the  volume 
en ti tied 'Mar jorie  Daw  and  Other  People,  which  has  one  story 
not  included  in  this  volume, 

#2  is  not  strictly  a fantasy,  but  an  account  of  the 
recurring  monomania  of  an  old  man  concerning  the  son  of  his 
early  flame  (an  imaginary  child),  #4  imagines  that  Hamlet 
had  ma Tried  , Julie t.  #9  is  fantasy  only  because  of  the  pre- 
monition of  dea th  .appearing  to  the  narrator  and  the  soldier 
whose  love  memento  was  the  la  tin  grammar  of  a pupil. 

These  stories  are  human  interest,  and  tell  of  the  psy- 
chology of  fantasy  rather  than  being  fantastic  in  themselves. 
f'6  and  §10  are  possibly  sketches  of  actual  occurrences. 

Bibliographical  note;  The  title  story  was  reprinted  in  1923 
in  "The  Evergreen  Series"  as  a separate  volume  of  57  pasres; 
this  little  pas teboard-covered  booklet  is  the  one  from  which 
I originally  read  the  story;  but  I have  discarded  it  because 
other  stories  in  this  collection  are  relevant  to  my  fantasy 
collection. 

I see  from  Bleiler  that  #2  appears  also  to  have  been 
reprinted  as  a separate  booklet,  but  I have  not  seen, a copy 
of  the  story  by  itself. 


Alexander,  Franz  G. ; and  Selesnick,  Sheldon  T. 

The  History  of  Psychiatry:  An  Evaluation  of  Psychiat- 
ric Thought  and  Practi-ce  from  Prehistoric  Times  to  the  Pre- 
sent; New  York,  Harper  & How  (1966),  (Authors);  Introduction 
by  Jules  Masserman;  Appendices;  Bibliography;  Index;  47 Ip. 

This  is  a good  survey  history  of  the  subject,  but  with 
perhaps  too  much  emphasis  on  psychoanalysis.  It  might  have 
been  more  appreciated  by  me  if  I had  first  read  Alexander's 
The  Western  Mind  in  Transition. 

The  book  should  be  retained  for  reference,  particularly 
as  to  the  use  of  hypnosis  in  treatment.  Alexander  was  known 
to  Freud,  and  was  interested  in  him  as  a scientist  jw’ith  a 
background  in  biology  who  applied  scientific  method  to  the 
study  of  the  human  mind. 

Although  psychoanalysts  are  educated  beyond  psychiatrists, 
their  additional  education  appears  to  indoctrinate  them  into 
the  concepts  of  psychoanalytic  dogma.  As  a system  it  doe s_  not 
apply  to  the  practical  treatment  of  patients,  each  of  whom  is 
an  individual  v/ith  specific  problems  vi/hich  must  be  studied  and 
treated  independently  of  the  system. 

The  psychological  approach  to  treatment  is  compared  with 
the  physiological  and  chemical  through  drug  therapy,  and  the 
authors  appear  to  believe  that  both  systems  are.  useful.  The 
mind -body  problem  early  fascinated  Alexander,  and  he  seems  to 
be  fully  av</are  of  the  necessity  of  treating  each  patient  as  a 
combination,  and  the  problems  of  psychosomatic  medicine. 


Alexander,  Franz,  IvI.D. 

The  Western  Mind  in  Transij^tion:  An  Eyewitness  3tory; 
New  York,  Random  House  ( 1960 , Author ) ; Bibliography;  Index; 

300p. 

This  is  an  autobiographical  account  of  the  author^ s 
career  as  psychiatrist  and  psychoanalyst,  extremely  well 
written  considering  that  the  author  was  Hungarian.  He  was. 
puzzled  by  Freud’s  The  Interpretation  of  Dreams,  and  not  un- 
til he  re-read  it  years  later  did  he  recognize  it  as  a sci- 
entific attempt  to  understand  the  human  mind. 

I do  not  remember  whether  this  book  anticirates  Gal- 
braith’s The  New  Industrial  Age  (?) , but  Alexander  confirms 
Galbraith’s  prophecy  of  organizational  man  and  the  loss  of 
individuality  which  is  inevitable  if  man’s  leisure  is  not 
used  constructively.  He  also  says  that  new  discoveries  in 
science  are  made  not  by  organized  research  but  by  'scientists 
who  are  at  leisure  to  follow  their  own  quest  of  knowledf^e 
for  its  own  sake,  and  who  are  not  responsible  for  the  social 
use  of  its  practical  applications. 

^ This  book  should  be  read  as  an  introduction  to  the 
author’s  The  History  of  Psychiatry.  It  should  be  retained 
for  reference  because  it  shows  how  the  author  arrived  at  his 
viewpoint,  and  his  qualifications  for  authority. 
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Alexander,  Marc 

The  Devil  Hunter:  An  account  of  the  work  of  exorcist  extra- 
ordinary The  Reverend  Dr.  Donald  Oraand;  London,  Sphere  Books  Lim- 
ited (#1111);  (1978,  author  and  subject);  Illustrated;  Notes  192p 

Although  I have  read  more  than  500  books  on  parapsychology 
and  allied  subjects,  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  well- 
documented,  as  well  as  one  of  the  strangest,  I have  ever  read. 

Other  exorcists  have  been  able  to  cure  haunted  houses  and 
possessed  people,  but  Omand  has  exorcised  more  places  than  people 
including  the  Bermuda  Triangle,  black  spots  on  highways  which  ap- 
pear to  have  caused  accidents,  and  even  displacement  of  souls  or 
personalities  . 

Anyone  without  my  background  of  reading  would  be  justified 
if  he  were  to  dismiss  this  book  as  beyond  belief.  Yet  I know  of 
other  cases  not  mentioned  in  this  book  which  support  the  facts 
narrated  . 

Algernon  Blackwood’s  novel  The  Centaur  portrays  earth  as  a 
living  entity,  and  prepared  me  for  Omand’s  belief  that  there  are 
evil  as  well  as  beneficial  regions  of  geography.  This  view  is 
also  shared  by  Neil-Smith  and  other  exorcists,  but  this  book  is 
the  most  frightening  demonstration  of  the  reality. 

Omand  practised  for  forty  years,  thousands  of  cases,  and  in 
many  countries.  A member  of  the  Organisation  of  Enquiry  into 
Psychical  Disorder,  comprised  mainly  of  psychiatrists  and  surgeons, 
many  of  his  cases  were  undertaken  after  they  were  referred  to  him 
by  other  members. 

Note:  This  book  was  previously  published  by  Neville  Spearman 

under  the  title  To  Anger  the  Devil. 

This  book  inspires  me  to  wish  that  there  were  more  young  men 
and  women  like  Chris  Rutkowski  able  to  investigate  occult  happen- 
ings with  an  open  mind.  I am  reasonably  sure  that  many  cases  of 
criminal  conduct  are  actually  committed  by  people  possessed  by 
other  intelligences  whose  nature  may  be  alien. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  26,  1998 
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Algren,  Nelson 


Chicago:  City  on  the  Hake;  Garden  City,  New  ''"ork, 

Doubleday  a Go/apany , Inc.,  1951  92p, 

Although  born  in  Detroit,  nlgren  has  lived  in  Chicago 
for  many  years,  and  this  essay,  originally  published  in  a 
shorter  form,  appeared  in  Ilolida y magazine.  It  is  an  impres 
sionistic  sketch  of,  Chicago,  stating  its  primary  aim  as  a 
money -making  environment,  and  the  dollar  its  god.  Iiowever, 
Algren  quotes  with  approval  a statement  that  the  greatest 
modern  writers  have  originated  in  the  middle -west,  and  some 
in  Chicago. 

npart  from  its  value  as  an  expression  of  his  personal 
opinion,  I do  not  see  this  book  as  being  important. 


Algren,  ITelson 


Who  Lost  an  nrnerican?;  New  York,  The  T'^a omillian  Company 
(I960,  1,  2,  3,  Algren)  - SSVp". 

Lssays,  travel  sketches,  fictionized  biography,  and  sa- 
tire are  mixed  in  this  volume  of  papers,  ^-xl though  humor  and 
observation  are  sometimes  worthwhile,  there  is  too  much  con- 
temporary and  too  little  basic  material  to  appeal  to  me. 

Probably  the  final  essay  concerning  PLAYBOY  was  of  most 
interest;  and  nlgren’s  views  concerning  the  persecutioja  of 
prostitutes  agree  with  mine.  He  seems  unduly  pre-ocGupied 
with  these  girls,  but  says  that  their  trade  persists  because 
of  our  wrong  attitude  towards  sex,  which  should  be  considered 
one  of.  the  greatest  boons  of  life;  here  again  I agree. 

Lespite  my  agreement  with  some  of  his  views',  I found  the 
book  rather  tedious  and  uninspired,  ixlgren  is  a Chicamo' boo- 
ster, however,  and  the  last  four  chapters  expand  the  views  he 
outlined  in  his  little  essay  on  that  city  which  was  cub li shed 
as  a book. 


Alington,  C*  A. 


Midnight  Wireless:  Edited  for  his  friend  G.  A,  Pedi- 
ment; London,  MacDonald  Co.,  (Publishers)  Ltd,  (1947)  157p. 

The  ostensible  writer  and  his  alter-ego  Robinson  discuss 
at  the  beginning  of  the  book  and  at  the  end  of  each  chapter 
the  treatment  of  this  mystery  story  in  terms  of  the  histori- 
cal precedents  of  detective  fiction.  It  is  difficult  for  me 
to  decide  whether  this  is  a parody,  or  whether  it  was  intended 
as  a straight  murder  mystery. 

In  either  event,  the  story  is  worked  cut  through  almost 
incredible  coincidences  and  events,  the  faking  of  a death  by 
announcement  over  the  B,  3.  C.  wireless  being  the  crucial 
element  in  the  working  out  of  the  mystery.  That  this  should 
be  overheard  accidentally  by  both  the  ostensible  deceased 
and  Irish  plotters  who  had  intended  to  kill  him  is  one  of  the 
incredible  parts  of  the  story. 

To  consider  the  book  as  a parody  is  to  give  it  more  value 
than  it  has  as  a mystery  story.  It  is  reasonably  well  written 
and  plotted,  if  one  overlooks  how  probabilities  are  stretched; 
but  I do  not  consider  it  important  enough  to  be  retained,  ex- 
cepting as  an  exam.ple  I would  not  care  to  follow. 


) 


Allen,  Charlotte  Vale 


Daddy’s  Girl;  Toronto,  McClelland  and  Gtewart  Limited, 
(1980,  Allen)  255p. 

Author  of  sixteen  books,  the  writer  re-wrote  this  auto- 
biography several  times.  Apparently  she  attributes  most  of 
her  life’s  problems  to  her  hateful  iacestuous  relationship 
with  her  father. 

Her  mother  was  educated  only  in  grade  school;  her  father 
was  an  artisan  whose  v;ork  was  appreciated  by  his  customers, 
and  who  was  liked  by  m.ost  people  who  knew  him.  His  sick  re- 
lationship with  his  daughter  may  have  res^:lted  from  his  poor 
and  combative  marriage. 

Although  the  father  tried  to  make  his  daughter  feel  that 
she  ?i/as  obeying  his  demands  for  the  sake  of  the  money  he  paid 
her,  she  declares  that  she  used  the  money  to  buy  gifts  for 
her  school  friends  and  was  afraid  that  her  mother  would  raise 
questions  about  the  source  of  the  funds  if  she  bought  thing's 
for  herself.  This  is  a curious  sidelight  on  the  profligate 
waste  of  money  by  prostitutes;  and  may  stem  from  se If -contempt 
and  disgust  for  the  source  of  funds. 

As  a human  document,  this  book  is  quite  effective. 


January  3,  1981 
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May  we  all  enter  this  venture  with  a spirit  of  praise  for  our 
Lord,  dedicating  our  effort  to  him  for  the  upbuilding  of  his  Church. 


Your  pastor. 


a-llen,  Tmak  Jailer 


The  Lovers  \of  Jkye ; Illustrated  by  'J,  B,  King;  Indian- 
apolis, The  Bobbs-Herrill  Company,  (1912)  261p<, 

A simple,  idyllic  love-story,  telling  hov/  the  son  of  a 
marquis  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  falls  in . love  with 
the  daughter  of  an  Irish  truck -farmer  and  determines  to  help 
her  and  her  widowed  mother  to  operate  their  farm,  though  his 
mother  and  sister,  following  the  tradition  of  his  father, 
have  been  ’^genteel-poor'\  The  sister  has  beeh  in  love  for 
twenty  years  v/ith  the  ferry-owner;  many  other  single  people 
have  also  been  in  love,  but  social  convention  has  kept  them 
from  marrying, 

A dancer  on  a show-boat,  whose  husband  has  died,  falls 
in  love  with  the  young  man,  but  decides  to  settle  for  another 
’when  she  sees  that  he  is  already  in  love.  The  example  set  by 
the  young  couple^  is  infectious,  and  a fortune-teller  warns 
the  local  priest  that  he  will  soon  have  more  .-^rriages  to 
perform  than  he  has  had  for  years. 

This  is  a very  sentimental,  whimsical  and  v/ise  novel, 
extremely  well-written,  praising  the  virtue  of  love  over  cir- 
cumstances and  urging  people  to  accept  ihe  drifts  of  nature 
and  ignore  artificial  social  values.  It  is  a book  that  should 
appeal  to  everyone,  even  though  its  people  all  seem  to  lack 
the  human  failings  which  sometimes  make  one  de.spair  for  the 
human  race. 


Allen,  Grant 

The  Backslider;  New  York  and  London,  Lewis,  Scribner  & 


Co.,  1901 


380p. 


Contents 


1.  The  Backslider 

2.  John  Cann's  Treasure 

2.  Ivan  Greet^s  Masterpiece 
4.  V/olverden  Tower  - 
.5.  The  Abbess  Repentance 

6.  The  Reverend  John  Greedy 

7.  Janet^s  Nemesis 

8.  The  Child  of  the  gianaH  Phalanstery 

9.  Cecca^s  Lover 

10.  Frasine^s  First  Communion 
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45 

101 

161* 

217 

249 

281 

315* 

345 

369 


(1)  A young  Gideon! te  is  sent  to  University  by  the  con- 
gregation of  his  Church,  but  renounces  the  Apostleship  when 
learning  the  limitations  of  the  churcbUs  creed.  (2)  Obses- 
sion v/ith  treasure -seeking  leads  a man  into  deceit  and  final 
madness,  destroying  his  happiness  and  that  of  the  girl  he 
loves.  (3)  Seeking  independence,  a writer  ’^goes  native’^  and 
writes  a masterpiece  v^hlch  is  destroyed  by  fire  before  his 
native  widow  can  save  enough  money  for  its  publication.  (4) 
Enthralled,  a young  girl  accepts  her  role  as  a sacrifice  and 
nearly  commits  suicide,  but  is  saved  by  a young  man.  The 
dream-like  Influence  of  the  legend  is  we 11 -portrayed.  (5)  A 
Catholic  priest  commits  suicide  rather  than  betray  the  love 
of  an  innocent  girl.  (6)  An  African,  educated  in, England, 
marries  an  English  girl  and  takes  her  back  as  a missionary 
wife,  but  reverts  to  type,,  causing  her  to  fall  ill  of  yellow 
fever,  lies  about  his  reversion  to  enable  her  to  die  happy, 
but  abandons  his  mission  and  becomes  a shiftless  native.  I 
seem  to  recall  another  story  patterned  after  this,  with  some 
even  more  weird  connotations.  (7)  A wet-nurse  switches  her 
charge  in  order  to  keep  her  own  son,  but  when  he  becomes  a 
noble  he  despises  her;  she  grows  to  love  the  son  of  the  noble 
better  than  her  own,  and  finally  admits  to  him  the  deception. 
(8)  portrays  the  euthanasian  killing  of  a girl  born  with  club- 
feet in  a scien tif ically -conduc ted  community,  and  how  the 
mother  dies  of  sorrow.'  (9)  tells  of  an  Italian  girl  who 
wounds  her  love  with  a knife  because  of  jealousy,  but  marries 
him  finally.  (lO)  tells  of  a child,  fatherless,  whose  father 
is  invited  to  her  first  communion  and  marries  the  mother  as 
his  first  wife  has  died. 

Only  (4)  and  (8)  are  definitely  fantasy,  but  (2)  might 
be  ci^ssifled  as  borderline  because  of  its  abnormal  obsession 
and  some  incidents  like  opening  the  grave  to  obtain  a paper 
describing  the  location  of  the  treasure. 

Note:  (6)  was  also  included  in  the  collection  ’^The  De- 

sire of  the  Eyes'^ 


Allen,  Grant 


The  British  Barbarians:  A Hilltop  Novel;  New  York, 

Putnam,  1895  281pp. 

London,  John  Lane  The  Bodley  Head  vii-xxiii  plus202p. 

A man  of  the  25th  Century  visits  a London  suburb  of  1895 
and  purports  to  be  examining  social  taboos  and  customs.  He 
compares  these,  particularly  sexual  and  marriage  customs,  with 
those  of  primitive  peoples,  and  points  out  to  the  people  he 
meets  that  there  is  no  greater  rationality  in  their  custom.s 
than  there  is  in  those  of  less  civilized  nations.  He  falls  in 
love  with  a married  woman  and  prepares  to  take  her  and  her 
children  '^home'*  with  him.  Her  husband,  /4*illed  m th  righteous 
indignation,  pursues  them  on  their  honeym.oon,.  shoots  and  kills 
the  visitor.  The  wife  takes  the  gun  and  tells  her  husband  that 
she  intends  to  kill  herself  with  with,  out  of  his  sight. 

This  is  a slight  novel,  but  Allen  gives  it  more  meaning  by 
his  definition  of  ’^A  Hilltop  Novel’^  in  his  foreword.  He  means 
a novel  written  without  regard  for  editorial  taboos,  and  as  an 
exposition  of m'vhat  he  considers  to  be  truth  and  honesty. 

Aside  from  the  scientific  view  of  current  customs,  and  the 
fantasy  element  of  the  man  from  the  future,  this  has  little 
importance  in  a fantasy  collection. 


Allen,  Grant 


F. 


The  Desire  of  the  Eyes;  London,  Digby,  Long,  (1895) 

207pp. 

The  Desire  of  the  Eyes  and  Other  Stories;  New  York,  R, 


Uon tents  v 

The  Desire  of  the  Eyes  / 

Cris-Cross  Love 
The  Governor’s  Story 
Diek  Prothero’s  Luck 
The  Reverend  John  Greedy 
Mr.  Chung 

The  Curate  of  Ghurnside 
An  Episode  in  High  Life 
My  New  Year’s  Eve  Among  the  Mummies 
The  Foundering  of  the  ’’For tuna” 

The  Mysterious  Occurrence  in  Piccadilly 
Ga  rva Iho 

Pausodyne:  A Great  Chemical  Discovery 


320p. 


d o 
61 
74 
89 
112 
1E5 
175 
205* 
225 
248* 
266 
297* 


These  are  m^ainly  light  fiction  stories,  the  theme  of 
inter-racial  relations  between  the  sexes  being  used  in  ^5, 

#6,  and  #12.  The  scene  of  #4  is  Manitoba,  and  of  #10  partly 
Sarnia,  Ontario, 

#1  describes  a beauti ful^ girl  who  is  disfigured  by  small- 
pox; she  and  her  lover  are  glad  to  die  before  this  might  de- 
stroy their  love.  #2  tells  of  lovers,  after  a 5-year  separa- 
tion, who  find  new  loves.  #3  the  trials  of  a naturalist  in 
early  exploration.  #4  a pioneer’s  farmhouse  burns  down  and 
gold  is  discovered  beneath  it.  #5  an  African  negro,  educated 
in  England,  reverts  to  primitive  life  after  marrying  an 
English  girl.  (This  may  have  inspired-  one  of  Katherine  Gerould’s 
stories).  #6  a Chinese  loves  an  English  girl,  renounces  her 
and  returns  to  China  to  be  executed.  #7  a nephew  murders  his 
uncle  and  alters  a will  in  order  to  inherit,  but  saves  a poacher 
from  being  condemned  for  the  crime,  marries  the  girl  he  wants, 
and  goes  on  to  live  a useful  life.  #8  a tutor,  loved  by  a 
noblewoman  and  her  daughter,  marries  a governess.  #10  a rascal 
absconds  with  the  savings  of  a mining  community,  is  trailed  by 
two  miners,  drowns  them  when  they  scuttle  his  ship  at  his  com- 
mand, and  dies  of  fear  when  his  crime  is  about  to  be  discovered. 
#12  tells  of  an  Octoroon  in  Haiti- whose  mother  was  a slave  on 
the  plantation  of  the  girl  he  loves,  and  whose  mother  will  not 
countenance  their  marriage  because  of  his  mixed  blood.  The  girl 
meets  the  Octoroon  in  London  later,  when  he  is  a great  author, 
and  realizes  that  because  of  his  accomplishments  and  personality 
it  is  he,  not  her,  who  confers  a favor  in  offering  to  marry  her. 

#9  tells,  almost  farcically,  of  the  discovery  by  an  English 
tourist,  of  a pharaoh  and  his  court  who  revive  from  their 
mummy  cases  every  1000  years.  #11  tells  of  a hoax  perpetrated 
on  a psychical  researcher.  #13  is  the  only  science  fiction 
story:  an  experimenter  discovers  a drug  which  suspends  anima- 
tion to  permit  painless  operations,  and  is  himself  placed  in 
sleep  for  100  years  when  he  awakes  to  be  incarcerated  in  an 
asylum  because  he  has  no  memory  of  recent  history. 

(5)  was  also  Included  in  the  collection  ” The  Backslider”. 


Allen,  Grant 

The  Great  Taboo;  London,  Ghat to  & Windus,  1890;  280pp. 

In  the  Preface,  the  author  explicitly  states  that  his 
story  is  intended  to  popularize  the  nain  contention  of  Frazer’s 
'’The  Golden  Bough". 

Felix  Thurstan  and  Muriel  Ellis  are  castaway  on  the 
island  of  Boupari,  about  13  days’  travel  from  Aus tralia , where 
they  ere  made  Korong  (gods  doomed  to  death  after  a term^  of 
rule).  A parrot  200  years  old  reveals  to  them,  the  secret  of 
the ' "King  of  the  Grove";  Felix  captures  the  golden  bough  and 
kills  the  King,  replacing  him  only  in  time  to  be  rescued  by 
the  stedmer  from  which  they  were  washed  overboard  on  its 
previous  trip.  Their  only  contact  with  a civilized  human  on 
the  island  of  cannibals  is  v/ith  lules  Peyron,  escaped  politi- 
cal convict  from  New  Caledonia,  who  has  been  God  of  the  Birds 
and  in  charge  of  the  parrot. 

There  is  little  action  in  the  story,  which  is  mainly 
devoted  to  an  exposition  of  "taboo"  which  regulates  the  life 
of  the  natives.  As  an  elementary  introduction  to  relia’ious 
anthropology,  this  book  can  be  re co’^mended . The  fantasy  is 
concerned  with  the  religious  beliefs  in  transm.lgra tion  of 
souls  and  the  power  of  taboo. 


A 


Allen,  Grant 


Hilda  Wade,  A V\fornan  ¥/i  th  Tenacity  of  Purpose;  New  York 
and  London,  Putnam,  1900;  ill,  by  Gordon  Browne  (98)  383pp. 

This  Is  an  episodic  novel  about  a girl  who  suspects  that 
a medical  scientist  has  murdered  a nan  and  that  her  own  father, 
a fellow-i^hysician  was  falsely  accused.  3he  obtains  work  as  a 
nurse  in  his  hospital,  falls  In  love  with  his  chief  assistant, 
Hubert  Gumberle^e  whom  she  refuses  to  marry  until  she  has  ful- 
filled her  Plan  to  clear  her  father’s  name.  Each  of  the  chap- 
ters is  headed:  '’The  Episode  of...'’ 

1.  The  Patient  V/ho  Disappointed  Her  Doctor 

2.  The  Gentleman  Who  Had  Failed  for  Everything 

3.  The  Wife  Who  Did  Her  Duty 

4.  The  Man  Who  'Would  Not  Commit  Buicide 

5.  The  Needle  That  Did  Not  Match 

6.  The  Letter  with  the  Basingstoke  Postmark 

7.  The  Stone  that  Looked  About  It 

8.  The  European  with  the  Kaffir  Heart 

9.  The  Lady  Who  Was  Very  Exclusive 

10.  The  Guide  Who  Knew  the  Country 

11.  The  Officer  Who  Understood  Perfectly 

12.  The  Dead  Man  Who  Spoke 

Only  the  first  episode  might  be  termed  science  fiction. 
This  was  Allen’s  last  book,  and  he  was  too  ill  to  finish  the 
final  chapter  which  v/as  written  by  A.  Conan  Doyle  on  the  basis 
of  Allen’s  ideas,  Hilda  Wade  is  portrayed,  however,  as  a 
wom.an  of  phenomenal  mem-ory  v/hose  powers  of  observation  were 
very  great,  and  whose  intuitive  psycholo^rical  acumen  enabled 
her  to  forecast  events  in  the  lives  of  people  whom  she  knew, 
Allen  insists  many  times  through  this  character  that  there  is 
nothing  supernormal  about  these  powers,  which  were  nevertheless 
phenomenal.  Allen  may  have  been  inspired  by  Doyle’s  Sherlock 
Holmes:  certainly  Hilda  Wade  may  be  one  of  the  world’s  first 

women  detectives. 

This  is  more  important  in  detective  fiction  than  in  the 
field  of  fantasy,  and  the  light  touch  of  many  of  the  episodes 
may  have  led  Robert  W.  Chambers  to  emulate  Allen  in  many  of 
his  light  fantasy  stories. 
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Allen,  Grant 


The  Jaws  of  Death;  London,  Sirapkin,  Tlarshall, 

London,  Jarrold  & 3ons,  1896;  116p,  (The  Daffodil 
Library  of  Shorter  Novels  fl) 

Arriving  in  Cooper ’’s  Pike  by  stage-coach  after  reaching 
Caroon  City  by  rail,  Howard  Hreke,  who  has  fallen  ih  love  on 
shipboard  with  Edith  Deverel  (on  her  way  to  ^"okohana  with  her 
father),  is  penniless  and  works  at  whatever  ,iobs  are  offered, 

A letter  from  his  mother  informs  him  that  she  is  sending  a 
gT*and  piano  as  a token  of  her  love  and  thankfulness  that  he 
has  settled  well.  In  fact,  he  had  built  from  biscuit  boxes 
a shack  which  leaked  in  ra iny- wea  ther  and  was  not  large  enoup-h‘ 
to  contain  the  piano, 

r 

The  freight  on  the  is  over  three  huhdred  dollars, 

and  the  miners  pay  it  in  gratitude  to  Howard  for  having  doc- 
tored some  of  them  and  in  return  for  his  playing  it  for  their 
amusement.  The  saloon-keeper  pays  him  a corner  lot  for  the 
piano,  and  they  build  him  a shack  from  the  piano  crate;  at  the 
housewarming,  natural  gas  is  noticed  seeping  through  the  floor. 
This  provides  Howard  v/ith  the  Presidency  of  a Natural  Gas  Go., 
and  he  is  soon  gaining  wealth. 

Befriending  a bartender  v/ho  leaves  for  Can  Francisco  af- 
ter belxig  fired  for  drunkenness  and  taking  the  rledge  with 
Howard,  Howard  is  soon  wealthy  enough  to  send  for  ^’’dith  and 
goes  to  Ban  Francisco  to  meet  her  Ship.  Awaiting  it,  he  ex-' 
plores  the  city,  particularly  Chinatown,  and  when  she  does 
not  arrive,  he  tires  himself  with  another  tour,  ending  at  a 
I'iadame  Tussaud’s  waxwork  museum  attended  by  a Chinese  named 
Li  Bing,  a guillotine  is  occupied  by  a v/axr.vork,  and  for 
Li  Bing  decapitates  it,  allowing  a bucket  of  blood  to  gush 
out  realistically  from  the  dummy. 

Providing  Howard  with  a chair  to  ease  his.  weariness , Li 
Bing  offers  a good  cup  of  tea , but  drums  it  with  opium;  and 
Howard  avyakes  to  find  himself  bound  hand  and  foot  with  a rope 
bought  with  his  dollar  tip  to  Li  Bing.  Li  Bing  explains  that 
he  had  always  wished  to  perform  a realistic  execution  with  an 
'llelican'^  gentleman,  and  learning  that  Howard  was  a stranger 
in  the  city,  good-humoredly  decided  to  use  him  as  a sub^iect. 

Joe  Ashley,  Howard  Vs  bartender  friend  had  promised  to 
give  him  four  hours*  warning  of  the  ship *3  arrival,  and  did 
send  a messenger  to  his  hotel,  but  without  result,  so  he  net 
Edith  and  arranged  for  her  to  stay  v/ith  friends  while  he  re- 
ported Howard’s  absence  to  the  police.  Joe  and  the  policeman 
arrived  .iust  in  tine  to  save  Howard,  but  Li  Bing,  in  his 
eagerness  to  accomplish  his  fell  design,  is  cut  by  the  knife 
and  dies  three  days  later.  Howard’s  ha*r  turns  white,  and 
it  is  in  explaining  this  phenom.enon  that  he  narrates  the  en- 
tire story. 

This  is  not  a fantasy,  and  is  in  the  Checklist  only  as 
a horror  story.  Judging  by  the  heading  of  this  pare,  it  must 
have  been  published  at  least  twice,  but  it  is  the  least-im- 
portant I have  read  of  Grant  lien’s  books. 


Allen,  Grant 


Kalee^s  Shrine;  Tiew  York,  New  Amsterdam  Book  Gonipany, 
no  date  236p. 

This  is  a light  romantic  novel  about  a girl,  dedicated 
by  her  ayah  to  the  service  of  Kalee  at  a shrine  in  India. 

She  is  marked,  by  a slight  operation  near  her  temules  which 
cuts  the  nerves  controlling  the  closing  of  the  eyelids,  and 
which  leaves  her  heavy-lidded  but  unable  to  close  her  eyes, 
sleeping  or  waking.  A young  oculist,  who  has  chanced  to 
observe  a similar  phenonienon  in  a Thug,  knows  it  can  be 
cured  by  another  minor  operation.  He  falls  in  love  v/ith 
Olga  Trevelyan,  but  accidentally  almost  losing  his  life  while 
absent  from  her,  is  unable  to  prevent  a mesmerist  from 
experimen^ng  with  the  highly  susceptible  girl,  who,  while 
entranced,  attempts  to  strangle  her  p:irl-friend  as  a Thug 
would. 

The  main  elements  of  temple  dedication  and  mesm.erism 
are  handled  v;ell  by  the  author,  and  make  this  one  of  the 
more  interesting  fantasy  novels  by  a Canadian  writer.  The 
scene  of  the  novel  is  England,  excepting  for  the  prologue  in 
India  at-Kalee^s  shrine. 


Allen,  Grant 


Strange  Stories;  London,  Ghat  to  & Wlndus,  1884;  356pp. 

Frontispiece  by  George  Du  Kaurier. 

' .h  - 
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6.  My  New  Yearns  Eve  Among  the  Mummies  126* 

7.  The  Foundering  of  the  ^^Fortuna’^  144 

8.  The  Backslider 
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15.  Our  Scientific  Observations  on  a Ghost  . 321* 
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So  many  of  thesd  stories  having  been  reprinted  in  other 
collections,  I am  designating  this  collection  as  #3;  '^The  Back- 
slider'^ as  #1;  '’The  Desire  of  the  Eyes"  as  #2;  and  "Twelve 
Tales"  as  #4. 

#1  was  reprinted  in  #1,  #2,  and  #4, 

#3  was  not  reprinted.  It  tells  of  a young  medical  student 
who  believed,  because  of  facial  distortions  brought  about  by  a 
slight  local  paralysis  of  facial  nerves  suggesting  incipient 
tetanus,  that  he  was  going  insane;  his  own  diagnosis  being  con- 
firmed by  a psychiatrist  and  by  a pompous  scientist  who  dismis- 
sed his  paper  Involving  a new  scientific  hypothesis  as  "tosh"; 
but  who  was  saved  by  his  friend,  a young  physiologist.  This  is 
a medical  science  fiction  story. 

#3  was  reprinted  la  #2. 

#4  was  reprinted  in  #2  and  #4. 

#5  v/as  reprinted  in  fe. 

#6  was  reprinted  in  #2. 

#7  was  reprinted  in  #2. 

#8  was  reprinted  in  #1  and  #4. 

was  reprinted  in  #2. 

#10  was  reprinted  in  #2. 

#11  was  reprinted  in  #2  under  the  title  "Pausodyne:  A Great 
Chemical  Discovery", 

#12  was  not  reprinted.  It  might  be  tOrmed  a political  fan- 
tasy, about  a scheming  clerk  who  became  a behind-the-scenes  ruler, 
but  was  defeated  when  Britain  refused  to  recognize^  his  inflated 
currency. 

#13  was  not  reprinted.  It  is  a light  , romantic  story  aboiit 
an  Oxford  scholar  who  loves  and  marries  an  American  heiress. 

#14  was  reprinted  in  #1  and  #4. 

#15  was  not  reprinted.  It  purports  to  prove  that  even  if  a 
ghost  were  scientifically  examined  by  two  independent  witnesses, 
its  reality  coiild  not  be  proved  or  demonstrated.  Like  others  of 
Allen’s  stories  based  on  psychic  phenomena,  it  is  lightly  told, 
but  of  considerable  significance  for  its  reasoning. 

#16  is  a story  told  from  the  native  point  of  view  of  the 
sepoy  mutiny  in  India,  and  does  not  reflect  too  well  on  British 
rule.  It  was  not  reprinted. 


Allen,  Grant 


Twelve  Tales:  V/lth  a Headpiece,  a Tailpiece,  and  an 
Intermezzo;  London,  Grant  Richards,  1899.  251pp 
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Note:  The  stories  preceded  in  number  by  are  also 

published  in  ^’The  Backslider'’;  #1  and  #7  were  in  ’’The  Desire 
of  the  Eyes”;  the  final  story  is  the  only  one  never  before 
printed:  this  is  explicitly  stated  by  the  author  in  his 

Introduction.  His  forst  two  stories,  published  in  Belgravia 
were  ”Our  Scientific  Observations  on  a Ghost”  and'  ”TIy  New 
Year’s  Eve  Among  the  Mummies”,  under  the  ’’prudent  pseudonym” 
of  J.  Arbuthnot  Wilson.  These  were  reprinted  in  ’’Strange 
Stories”  with  ”Mr.  Chung”  and  "The  Child  of  the  Phalanstery”. 

The  ’’Headpiece”  tells  of  a profitless  murder,  the  crim- 
inal still  sore  at  the  victim  for  carrying  nothing  of  value. 
Originally  published  in  fhe  Ske tch.  ’’The  Intermezzo”  and 
’’The  Tailpiece”  are  from  the  Speake r.  The  ’’Intermezzo”  is  an 
Ironic  story  of  how  a native  chief  in  Africa  committed  mur- 
ders and  a rape  before  going  to  a missionary  to  become  a 
Christian,  and  without  that^goal  the  crimes  might  not  have 
been  committed, 

#12  is  about  a hypocritical  Churchwarden  whose  breather 
committed  murder  and  was  coxudemned,  but  accused  the  sancti- 
monious twin  of  being  a sneak  and  worse  sinner.  The  Church- 
warden threatens  the  vicar  with  a dirk,  then  tries  to  kill 
his  own  wife  and  commits  suicide,  admitting  the  truth  of  his 
brother’s  accusations. 

The  ’’Tailpiece”  tells  of  a consumptive  who  cai  not  eat 
being  killed  by  a hungry  man  who  thinks  him  evil  because  he 
toys  v/ith  his  food,  while  he  and  his  hungry  friend  look  on. 
Neither  is  aware  of,  or  understands,  the  viewpoint  of  the 
other. 


a/ 

Allen,-  PTarold  V/.  G. 

The  Edge  of  the  Universe:  Uhat  Is  Oiir  Destiny?  Is  There 
Life  After  Death?  'What  Incredible  Secret  Lies  in  the  Depths 
of  Space?;  Toronto,  Abbey  Book  Publishers,  L'Ay,  1970;  263p. 

The  author  is  a native  of  Toronto,  and  a member  of  the 
Royal  As tronomical- Socle ty  of  Canada.  This  book  v/as  probably, 
produced  at  his  own  expense,  and  is  thinly  disguised  cosno- 
logical  speculation  from  the  point  of  view  of  astronomy. 

Taking  place  in  t,he  Year  2270  A.D.,  when  Earth  has  been' 
in  .touch  by  radio  with  a planet  Rufus  of  the  star  Zephaniah, 
but  receiving  a curiously  unchanging  series  of  beeps,  the 
story  concerns  three  couples  who  fall  in  love  on  the  eve  of 
a space  ship  leaving  to  explore  the  planet  Rufus o Rrofessor 
Howard  Anderson  is  attracted  to  Angela,  a friend  of  Haren 
Roberts,  niece  of  Dr.  Hubert  who  directs  the  Hillsview  Ob- 
servatory in  Australia;  Karen  likes  Paul  Blakely,  an  astro- 
naut; Paul  and  Karen,  and  Howard  and  Kao.mi  are'  ultimately 
united  in  a double  y\/edding;  although  Angela  is  drawn  to  the 
commander  of  the  spaceship  3i.-'pson,  he  dies,  and  she  marries 
a Russian  Rakowski.  Aside  from  sexual  freedo.m  exercised  by 
the  various  couples,  there  is  little  to  indicate  romantic 
love;  death  comes  from  a disease  contracted  from  immersion  in 
vjater  on  Rufus;  a me  te  or -be  It  endangers  the  return  of  the  crew 
and  there  is  very  little  incident  to  lend  action  to  the  story. 

Evolution  on  Rufus  has  proceeded  much  as  on  earth,  and  an 
inability  to  avoid  nuclear  war  annihilates  the  civilization  on 
txhat  planet.  Records  are  left  as  a w/arning,  and  are  carried 
back  to  Earth  by  the  astronauts.  Howard,  a character  based  on 
the  author,  elaborates  a hypothesis  linking  gravity  with  the 
evolution  of  spiritual  life  in  the  individual,  and  reincarna- 
tioB.  as  the  means  of  eq_ualizing  the  misfortunes  of  various  ex- 
istences. Howard  tries  to  reco.ncile  the  conflicting  ideas  of 
current  astronomical  thinking,  and  settles  for  the  Isteady^'' 
state  universe,  as  against  the  oscillating  hypothesis,  but  con 
eludes  that  Earth  mciy  be  approaching  the  edme  of  the  universe 
at  a startling  speed  in  excess  of  tha  t of  light,  and  nay  be 
in  danger  of  going  over  the  edge  to  annihila  tion. 

As  a novel,  this  is  a failure.  As  science  fiction  of  the 
’'^hard  science^’  type,  it  qualifies.  But  the  book  should  have 
been  written  as  speculative  cosmology  in  the  form  of  an  essay; 
the  fiction  story  might  have  made  an  acceptable  novelette.  I 
think  that  someone  qualified  in ' the  field  of  astronomy  mimht 
be  interested  in  considering  the  author^ s ideas,  which  are 
apparently  bailed  on  serious  thought.  He  writes  reasonably 
well,  and  this  is  not  the  hack-work  it  might  appear  to  be;  it 
is  merely  mistakenly  presented  in  the  form  of  fiction. 


■V 


c 


f'V  ■ T, 


Allerx,  James 


X 


As  A Man  Thinketh;  Edited  for  f onte::  Dorary  Reauers  bv 
7;illiar:i  R,  Rebb;  Illustrated  by  James  .Ilamil;  Hallmark  Rdil. 
tions;  Kansas  City  Missouri,  Hallmark  CarCs 


'nc . , 1958 ; 61p 


London  arid  Glasgow,  Collins;  n,d.;  leatherbcund 


o^p 


The  Hallmark  edition  is  slirhtly.  revised  and  abridged 
by  comparison  with  the-  Collins  edition.  . ' ■ 


This  b-ook  has  the  seeds  of  the'  philosophy  propounded  by 
Ralph  7/aldo  Trine  in  In  Tune  vvith  the  Infinite.  It  is  an_ 
excellent  short  sunraary  of  .the  -belief  that  thoughts  ma’^e  the 
man.  In-  the  introduction  to  the  Hallmark  it  is 

said  that  Peale  and  liebman  are  more  recent  proponents  of 
the  philosophy. 


( 

Tne  C lia  r t e re  d Li  b e r t in  e ; 
(1954,  Allen) 


CL/ 


Toronto,  c.^'dllan,  19  54 


97 


Op. 


Tiined  three  years  in  the  future  fro.n  date  of  publioation 
of  the  booh,  this . ^ua  1 if  ies  as  fantasy  solely  on  that  account. 

'Politically,  the  Libera l^fonserva tires  are  pitted  aualnst 
the  Coriserya  tire -Liberals  * The  League'  for  the  Incorporation 
of  C-odly  and  TTumanistic  Training  (LIJFT)  is  det-rnined  to  cen- 
sor anything  an tl-faiiadlan  and  anti -fhris tie n broadcast  by  the 
IBC,  and,, elects  as  Chairman  a wonan  post,  ^ilary  Bonnisteel, 
w]:0  is  actually  against  censorship  and  deterniried  to  defeat 
the  aims  of  LIGFT,  Two  heads-  o-f  the  9BC  hare  been  dismissed 
because  of  their  failure  to  survive  the  impossible  pressure;- 
area, tad  by  the-  deuands  of  - governinen't  and  vvhllQ;  and  the  ineuin- 
bent  head,  Bartran  ^‘"arvard,  realizes  that  he  will  sooner  or 
later  have  to  resign,  also,  as  scapegoat.  , "Fr-^ard,  because  -e 
understands  Hilary  through  having  read  her  poetry,  agrees  to 
debate  with  he'r  the  question  of  censorship  in^an  h-uur-lDng 
broadcast;  but  Hilary  is  ezposed  and  t'-e  broadcast  cancelled; 

spectacle 
nr  -f 
■"e.  better 


I- a rv  a r d,  re  signs,  the  y ria  r r 3^ , a n d a ft  e r w 1 tne  s 3 i tig  t : 
of  a marriage  on  a baseball  diamond  between  t,be  ijua^ 
LIGIT T and  a t ra  ns  se  o:,ua  I , de  c i de  t ha  t t he  3'  w i 1 1 
in  Hag  land,  than  in  Ca,riada, 


. The  battle  between  the  BBC  and  private  sta‘!:l'';as,  between 
.the  public  interes t.  and  priva  te  gain,  the  iockoying  for  rcwer 
between  the  ■ political  parties  and  the  iise  of  the  BBC  for  po- 
litical purposes,  are.  fairly  well  illu,stratec  ^'-is  roovel,  ' 

a sa  t i re  wit h ra  t he  r cynical  c onno  ta  t i c-n  3 . 


Almack,  John  G.  (Ph.D.)  (Stanford  University,  California 
Research  and  Thesis  Writing:  A Textbook  on  the  Principles 
and  Techniques  of  Thesis  Construction  for  the  use  of  Gradu- 
ate Students  in  Universities  and  Colleges;  Boston^  etc., 
Houghton  Uifflin  Conpany  (1930) ; Indexed  310p. 

This  is  a thorough  textbook  covering  the  prineinles 
and  practice  of  thesis  writing,  particularly  fron  the  point 
of  view  of  science  students. 

Careful  use  of  this  would  simplify  the  submission  of 
any  thesis  for  a master’s  or  doctor’s  degree  in  science  or 
the  humanities.  I have  sold  the  book  to  Jack  Blyth  for 
|)1.00  as  he  Heeded  it  in  preparing  a paper  on  inflation. 


A.  L.  0.  E. 


The  Haunted  Room.  A Tale;  London,  T.  Kelson  and  Sons, 
1886;  Eront.  341p. 

A moral  tale,  this  story  of  a fanlly  m.oving  into  an 
estate  hone  which  is  said  to  contain  a bricked-up  haunted 
room  is  mainly  intended  to  suggest  that  people  should  look 
into  their  own  hearts  to  see  what  faults  they  are  hiding; 
and  to  realize  that  their  besetting  sins  are  those  which 
they  are  most  prone  to  Ignore. 

Emmie  Trevor  is  a timid  girl  who  shrinks  from  accepting 
responsibility;  her  elder  brother  is  a brave  and  resourceful 
lad  who  holds  in  conteri-pt  anyone  less  strait-laced  than  him- 
self; and  the  younger  brother  Vibert  is  a selfish  t^lay^oy. 

The  story ^s  events  are  such  as  to  awaken  in  each  an  awareness 
of  his  own  weaknesses  , and  a de  terr.lna  tion  to  overcome  them. 

The  ’’^haunted  room'^  turns  out  to  be  a hideout  for  counter- 
feiters, and  the  story  treats  of  ghosts  as  superstitions  to  be 
overcome,  so  this  book  does  not  belong  in  a fantasy  library, 
excepting  as  an  example  of  rationalization  of  ghostly  events. 


Alvarez,  A. 


Hers;  New  York,  Random  House  (1974,  Author)  265p. 

A German  girl  whose  father  had  been  betrayed  to  the 
Nazis  by  her  boy  cousin  marries  an  E’nglish  Professor  twenty 
years  older,  has  two  children,  many  admirers  because  she  is 
a blonde  who  shows  no  sign  of  her  years,  and  takes  as  lover 
a student  of  her  husband’s,  a Jew  ten  years  younger  than  she 
and  whose  love  is  little  more  than  an  assertion  of  maturity 
and  scorn  for  his  university  environment. 

Having  been  violated  at  13,  and  having  accepted  other 
men,  Julie  carries  on  her  affair  secretively,  but  her  rejec- 
tion of  her  husband  raises  his  suspicions.  An  encounter 
with  a motorcycle  gang  leaves  him  feeling  at  war  with  the 
younger  generation,  including  his  wife;  he  recognizes  that 
he  lives  at  second-hand  through  books,  and  is  at  peace  only 
when  his  wife  goes  to  Germany  for  a two  weeks’  rest  cure, 
even  though  he  suspects  her  to  be  unfaithful  during  the  trip. 
At  the  health  resort,  she  takes  a drug -addict  as  lover,  says 
goodbye  to  the  student  who  meets  her  there,  has  an  abortion 
without  knowing  which  of  the  two  men  ahd  impregnated  her, 
and  returns  to  the  security  of  married  life,  caring  little 
for  her  past  indiscretions. 

This  story  of  the  eternal  triangle  can  be  recommended 
only  for  the  care  taken  in  its  writing.  Although  it  may  be 
a portrayal  of  the  academic  married  life,  it  has  no  m.essage 
helpful  to  the  reader. 


WESTERN  AREA  FELLOWSHIP 


May  2nd,  1981 


Co-Ordinator' s Report 


Since  beginning  my  term  of  office  on  the  1st  of  October,  as  your 
co-ordinator,  which  officially  did  not  begin  until  January  1981, 

I have  been  busy  travelling,  not  visiting  the  Western  Churches, 
but  travelling  to  Indianapolis  for  Staff  Orientation  in  December- 
returning  again  for  Staff  Fellowship  in  February.  I hardly  had 
the  chance  to  unpack  when  it  was  time  to  get  on  the  big  bird  and 
fly  to  Toronto  - attending  the  All -Canada  Committee,  C.C.W.F. 
meeting  and  a brief  Staff  Fellowship,  I feel  these  meetings  were 
of  tremenduous  value  to  me  in  preparing  me  for  my  jourrfy  in  the 
next  few  years. 

I realize  I haven't  fulfilled  my  responsibility  to  the  fullest, 
but  I ask  for  your  patience  as  I do  plan  on  a visitation  program 
this  summer  as  travelling  can  he  a little  easier  during  this  time 
of  the  year. 

However  I did  manage  to  put  to-gether  Western  Fellowship  (2)  and 
C.W.F.  newsletters  and  am  now  making  preparations  for  our  next 
news  report  by  the  end  of  May.  My  one  disappointment  is  communication 
or  the  lack  of  it  that  I receive  from  some  of  our  congregations.  I 
do  receive  co-operation  from  some  in  the  form  of  their  own  newsletters 
and  this  I do  appreciate. 

I sense  a feel ing  of  excitement  taking  place  in  our  Western  Churches 
with  some  new  programs  surfacing,  and  the  "Growth  for  Witness"  four 
year  program  emphasis  being  presented.  Adventures  in  Evangelism 
has  begun  in  a few  of  our  Canadian  Churches  - won't  you  within  the 
Western  Fellowship  join  with  them  on  this  Adventure  for  Spiritual 
growth  for  ourselves  - church  and  those  who  are  searching  for  this 
new  adventure.  Let  us  help  them  to  find  the  fellowship  they  are 
seeking  - the  peace  they  may  be  yearning  for  - the  love  that  our 
Lord  has  for  everyone. 

I covet  your  prayers  as  I prepare  to  meet  with  you  in  your  own 
congregations,  please  I ask  again  have  patience  and  I will  "try" 
to  help  in  any  way  I can  --  just  remember  I am  as  close  as  your 
telephone  - and  I love  you  all. 


Co-ordinator. 


ArriQs,  Joseph  3 


Loudon  fron  Lararaie ; London,  Huteiiinson  L Go.  (ruibl?.shers) 
Ltd. , no  da  te  288  p . 

Loudon  is  a range  detective,  patterned  on  Buck  Jones  as  to 
physique  and  appearance,  hired  by  a group  of  ranchers  to  find 
out  how  rustlers  are  making  away  with  their  cattle  and  horses, 

Loudon  falls  in  love  with  Jean  3ewell,  daughter  of  one  of 
the  ranchers  who  is  befriended  by  a southern  gentleman  whon 
she  designates  ''uncle”.  3he  is  menaced  by  one  of  three  brothers 
whose  father  leads  the  rustlers-and  rules  ti-e  area  by  force,  and 
whose  sister,  beautiful  Lve  Lanark,  is  required  to  live  with,  her 
family  for  two  months  of  the  year,  and  who  is  above  her  station 
in  education,  despising  the  outlawry  she  must  countenance.  The 
menacing  lady-killer  Lanark  is  found  dead,  clutching  the  necker- 
chief of  Loudon;  Jean  secrets  the  neckerchief  and  gives  it  to- 
her-  ''uncle ” for  destruction,  but  Loudon  finds  it  and  is  told  by 
the  "incle”  hovj  she  protected  him. 

The  ”uncle”  is^the  killer,  and  has  fought  a duel  with  the 
young  Lanark;  he  later  challenges  an  old  or  brother  ivho  has  dis- 
covered clues  to  his  brother's  death,  Loudon  ioins  the  Lanarks 
af'ter  pretending  a falling  out  with  his  e:aployer;  discovers  a 
plot  to  rob  a shipment  of  gold  under  -government  guard,  the  way 
the  brands  are  altered  by  the  Lanarks  to  cover  their  ruslling, 
and  how  they  get  Information  from  the  owner  of  a saloon  in  town, 
and  with  the  aid  of  Eve  Lanark,  makes  a getaway  from  the  ^^nark 
ranch.  Ee  rescues  Jean,  who  has  keen  kidna-'uwad,  saves  the  .-‘old 
shipment  in  a gunfight,  and  wins  Jean. 

This  story  is  a favorite  of  ..lien  ’uElf  resh ' s , but  I do 
not  consider  it'vyorth  re-reading. 


Amis,  Kingsley 


The  Anti-Death  League;  London,  Victor  Gollancz  Ltd  1966 
(1966,  Amis)  352p. 

Although  we 11 -writ ten,  this  novel  concerning  a group  of 
officers  in  peace-time  England  is  too  detailed.  Much  of  the 
drinking,  talk,  and  the  emphasis  on  sex,  particularly  the 
nymphomaniacal  activity  of  Lady  Hazell  and  the  homosexuality 
of  Hunter,, and  the  efforts  of  the  head  of  a sanitarium  to 
force  his  mad  views  on  everyone,  obscure  the  story,  which  is 
based  on  a threat  to  introduce  hydrophobia  into  communist 
China  by  means  of  operation  Apollo,  whose  horrors  lead  to  a 
mental  breakdown  for  a young  officer  who  is  a principal  cha- 
racter in  the  love  story  of  a girl  whose  marriage  has  led 
her  to  the  sanitarium,  and  whose  recovery  is  threatened  when 
she  learns  that  she  has  breast  cancer. 

A mystery  and  espionage  novel  which  may  be  average  for 
this  category,  but  I am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  it  to 
appraise  the  book  adequately. 

New  York,  Ballantine  Books  ( #116114)  , (November,  1967), 
(1966,  Amis)  315p. 


Amis,  Xlngsiey 


The  Green  Man;  London,  Jonathan  Cape  (1969,  Amis)  253p. 

New  York,  Harcourt,  Braoe  & World,  Inc.  (1970)  253p. 

The  American  edition  was  apparently  printed  from  the 
English  plates. 

Maurice  Allington,  proprietor  of  an  ancient  inn  called 
The  Green  Man,  is  a hard  drinker,  a womanizer,  competent  to 
manage  his  affairs,  but  always  under  pressure  to  meet  all 
demands  of  his  business  and  personal  life.  His  first  wife 
left  him  for  another  man,  his  second  wife  and  daughter  do  not 
/ communicate  too  well,  his  married  son  and  wife  are  friendly 
and  helpful. 

The  diary  of  Dr.  Thomas  Underhill  leads  Allington  to 
research  at  a library  where  he  learns  that  a treasure  relic 
is  buried  with  Underhill;  with  the  help  of  his  mistress,  he 
recovers  this,  learning  that  it  is  the  key  to  summoning 
powers  or  personalities  from  the  spirit  world.  The  story 
involves  the  ghost  of  a red-haired  woman  who  wanders  about 
the  Inn,  the  ghost  of  Underhill,  and  the  activation  of  super- 
normal powers,  including  a young  man  who  may  be  the  incarna- 
tion of  the  devil.  There  is  incidental  discussion  about  the 
nature  of  ghosts  which  is  a very  good  exposition  of  the  mo- 
dern view  from  the  point  of  view  of  psychical  research. 

In  his  efforts  to  extendk  his  sexual  enjoyment,  Allington 
arranges  a threesome  with  his  wife  and  his  mistress,  but  is 
disappointed  to  realize  that  he  is  effectively  excluded  when 
the  two  women  become  lovers  and  his  wife  decides  to  leave  him 
and  go  away  with  his  mistress,  who  is  the  wife  of  Allington* s 
doctor,  but  hates  her  husband. 

This  is  possibly  the  most  intelligent  ghost  novel  I have 
read  since  Margaret  Irwin’s  Still  She  Wished  for  Gomnany.  Of 
course,  it  is  left  to  the  reader  to  decide  whether  the  events 
are  real  or  the  result  of  Maurice’s  heavy  drinking  and  his 
psychological  stresses,  among  which  are  the  death  of  his  father 
during  the  events  of  a few  days. 

My  only  objection  is  that  the  supernormal  events  are  too 
many  and  varied  for  any  thorough  study  of  them  individually. 


I 


■I 


/ 


Amis,  Kingsley 


Lucky  Jim;  London,  Landsborough  Publications  Limited; 
Foursquare  Book  (/82),  (January,  1961),  (1953,  author)  222p. 

Harmondsworth , Middlesex,  England,  Penguin  Books  (#1648) 
(1962);  Tariant  cover,  (1972)  251p. 

A university  lecturer  in  history,  Jim  Dixon  hates  his 
superior,  wastes  time  developing  lectures  on  subjects  of  no 
real  importance  to  please  him,  associates  with  him  socially, 
finds  that  an  attractive  girl  is  nearly  engaged  to  his  super- 
ior's ''artist’’  son,  is  obligated  to  a "clinging  vine"  and 
suicidal  unattractive  neurotic,  and  can  find  no  escape  from 
the  academic  slavery  and  his  social  environment. 

An  uncle  of  the  attractive  girl  offers  him  release  and  a 
well-paying  job  as  secretary,  he  wins  the  attractive  gorl  and 
learns  the  truth  about  the  "clinging  vine"  in  tim.e  to  e^^cape 
her  clutches. 

Driven  to  drinking  excessively,  and  getting  into  scrapes 
which  are  not  only  embarfassing , but  lead  to  his  dismissal 
from  his  job,  Jim  only  fortuitously  earns  the  title  to  the 
book. 


Despite  its  best-seller  status  and  the  respect  it  has 
earned  from  critics,  I found  this  novel  a waste  of  time.  I 
am  not  interested  in  the  social  milieu  depicted,  and  the  in- 
cidents described  at  length,  though  often  humorous,  are  so 
detailed  and  insignificant  as  to  be  tiring. 

Doubtless,  as  a portrayal  of  this  kind  of  life,  the 
novel  has  importance;  but  not  to  me. 


HOME  STREET 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


(DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST) 


240  HOME  STREET  • WINNIPEG,  MANITOBA  R3G  1X3  • (204  ) 783-5881 


May  30,  1982 


Dear  Home  Street  Youth: 

Just  a note  to  let  you  know  of  the  fun  and  exciting 
youth  activities  coming  your  way  this  Summer. 

First  “ Youth  Campout,  July  1-4  at 

Spruce  Woods  Provincial  Park 
A registration  form  is  enclosed  - note  its  due  date: 

June  20.  This  is  especially  for  you  - the  youth  of 
Home  Street  Church  - and  your  friends.  We'll  leave 
the  church  at  8:30  AM,  July  1. 

Second  - Encounter  '82,  August  8-15  at 
Bird's  Hill  Provincial  Park 

This  is  the  Big  One!  Youth  from  all  across  Canada  will 
be  joining  us  for  a terrific  week.  Camp  leader  will  be 
Steve  Mabry  from  Sacramento,  California.  If  you 
attended  the  Anaheim  Assembly  last  year,  you  may 
remember  him  as  one  of  the  youth  leaders  - the  one 
with  the  guitar.  Enclosed  is  further  information  on 
Encounter  and  an  Encounter  Registration  form.  Note 
its  due  date:  June  30. 

Again  this  year  you  have  something  great  to  work 
for.  Bottles?  Car  washes?  Whatever;  it's  time  to 
begin.  I'll  be  in  touch. 


In  His  Service , 
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